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Steele Hall Gallery exhibits contemporary black artists and showcases Bennett’s extensive 
collection of paintings, sculpture, and African artifacts through an innovative curatorial 
lens. Our mission is comprised of three main goals. 

1. To exhibit interdisciplinary artwork that can attract students of multiple departments at 
Bennett College.

2. To find innovative ways for the students and public to connect with Bennett’s art collec-
tion.

3. To showcase contemporary artists who engage with the students and public through 
workshops, lectures, and hands-on demonstrations.



2016 - 2017 Exhibition Program 

Peace and Restoration for Self-Determination 
Shani Peters

September 17th - October 30th, 2016 
Opening -  7pm - 8pm, Saturday September 17th 

This exhibition will be part of the Fabric of 
Freedom Festival. 
 
Fabric of Freedom is a series of arts pro-
grams that celebrate the diversity and cul-
tural history of Greensboro, host city for 
the National Folk Festival (2015-2017). The 
Series is presented by ArtsGreensboro and 
funded by a National Endowment for the 
Arts “Our Town” grant and co-sponsored 
by the AJ Fletcher Foundation and Lincoln 
Financial.

Peace and Restoration for Self-Determination is an extension of artist Shani Peters’ recent work around 
self-determination and the African diaspora’s reclamation of its history and reorientation of its future. 
This body of work considers Black American’s history as it relates to cycles of resilience against social 
injustice in the U.S. through the Civil Rights era to present.  This series utilizes historical and contem-
porary collaged photography, treated with a color pallet that mimics flames and sunsets, lavender in-
cense oil, and light to evoke both a sense of healing and motivation for the continuing fight for equity.  
Through this work the artist is considering the role of restorative self-care in the context of collective 
political struggle, the paradoxical yet imperative challenge of locating peace amid turmoil.

Shani Peters 
 
Shani Peters is a multi-disciplinary New York-based artist (b. Lansing, MI). Her work reflects interests in 
activism histories, media culture, and community building. She completed her B.A. at Michigan State 
University and her M.F.A. at The City College of NY. She has exhibited/presented work in the US and 
abroad, at the Schomburg Center for Black Culture and Research, The University of Michigan, at Seoul 
Art Space Geumcheon, and The National Gallery of Zimbabwe. She has completed residencies with 
MoCADetroit, The Laundromat Project, Project Row Houses, apexart to Seoul S. Korea, LES Printshop, 
The Center for Book Arts and the Bronx Museum AIM Program. Peters work has appeared in the Art 
Papers Magazine and the New York Times.  Her work has received support from the Foundation for 
Contemporary Arts, the Rauschenberg Foundation and the Rema Hort Mann Foundation.  She is a 2015 
Joan Mitchell Foundation Emerging Artist Grant recipient.



2016 - 2017 Exhibition Program 

Sculptures 
Marc Andre Robinson

November - January 
In residence at Bennett College from October 31st - November 11th 

Opening - 6pm, Friday November 11th

The title of the work, Twice Told, 
comes from The Souls of Black Folk 
by writer and civil rights pioneer 
W.E.B. DuBois. In his 1903 book, 
DuBois wrote, “One ever feels his 
two-ness—an American, a Ne-
gro; two souls, two thoughts, two 
unreconciled strivings . . . .” This 
quote describes DuBois’s theory of 
“double consciousness,” the duali-
ty of the black American psyche in 
which black men and women must 
reconcile understanding of self with 
the perceptions of a racist society.  
 
 

Through the twinned structure of the work, Robinson both incorporates the theory of double con-
sciousness and challenges it. The parallel lines of the sculpture never meet, much as DuBois ar-
gues that African-American psyches remain unreconciled. However, the many chair legs that com-
pose each line challenge the universality of this theory and suggest the possibility of multiple 
perspectives.  Based on a performance Robinson once did with life-like manicans of  African-Amer-
ican leaders, Robinson will work with students at Bennett College to identify their own histori-
cal heroes and use performance and sculpture to make their ideas more accessible and tangible.  

Marc Andre Robinson 
 

Born in Los Angeles, Robinson earned an MFA from the Maryland Institute Col-
lege of Art in 2002. He participated in the Whitney Independent Study Program 
(2002–03) and was an artist in residence at The Studio Museum in Harlem (2004–
05), the Lower Manhattan Cultural Council (2009) and The Rocktower in Kingston, 
Jamaica (2008). Robinson has exhibited in the United States and abroad at venues 
including the New Museum of Contemporary Art in New York, Galleria d’Arte 
Moderna in Turin, the Centre for Contemporary Arts in Glasgow and Salamatina 
Gallery in New York. He lives and works in Brooklyn. 



2016 - 2017 Exhibition Program 

Black Designers Lecture Series 
Ouigi Theodore 

October, Date TBD 
 
Black Designers Lecture Series 
 
A lecture series of presentations and conversations by four contemporary 
black designers joining us in Steele Hall Gallery from around the world via 
the web.  

Ouigi Theodore 
 

Founder of The Brooklyn Circus, a menswear 
brand that finds inspiration in the pages of his-
tory books and aims to change the way Ameri-
cans dress, one iconic silhouette at a time.

Photograph by David Pinter
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Contact 
 
Adam Carlin, Visiting Artist/Curator 
acarlin67@gmail.com 
(845) 405-9159 
 
Harry Swartz-Turfle, Instructor Visual Arts 
hswartz-turfle@bennett.edu 
(336) 517-1504


