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MISSION
Bennett College offers women an education 
conducive to excellence in scholarly 
pursuits, preparation for leadership roles in 
the workplace and the world and life-long 
learning in a technologically advanced, 
complex global society.  It is our goal 
that students leave Bennett prepared for 
success and with a realization of their own 
abilities that can help to change the world.

Bennett College is a small, private, historically 
Black liberal arts college for women, founded by 
the United Methodist Church. Bennett College 
was founded as a coeducational institution in 1873 
and reorganized as a college for women in 1926. 
Since the reorganization, Bennett has provided 
degrees to more than 6,000 women who have made 
tremendous contributions to their communities, 
the State of North Carolina and the country. 
The College has produced some of the nation’s 
most influential lawmakers, doctors, educators, 
businesswomen and scientists. Notable alumnae 
include Carolyn Payton, the first woman and 
African American to head the Peace Corps, Beverly 
Buchanan, an internationally known artist who 
explores southern vernacular architecture, Gladys 
A. Robinson, N.C. Senator, and Yvonne Johnson, 
former Mayor and Mayor Pro Tem of Greensboro.

SO

“Bennett College is an oasis that 
educates, celebrates and transforms 
women into 21st Century leaders and 
global thinkers.”

At Bennett College, where the top 
five majors are Biology, Psychology, 
Business Administration, Social Work 
and Journalism & Media Studies, we have 
distinguished ourselves.  In September 
2016, U.S. News & World Report ranked 
Bennett 9th among the “Best Regional 
Colleges in the South”.  Also last year, 
Bennett was recognized by College 
Choice as one of the top Women’s 
Colleges in America.  Bennett College’s 
importance to American society cannot 
be overstated, as the US Department of 
Labor said in 2015; women comprised 
56.7% of the labor force, while African-
American women accounted for 59.7%.  

Four circular foundations – global 
studies, leadership, entrepreneurship 
and communications – have been 
identified to prepare Bennett College 
women to become global leaders. 

Funding will enable the College to: 
• Support our Study Abroad Program 

and bring in international students, 
expanding Bennett’s global footprint

• Broaden entrepreneurship 
experiences, enabling students to 
develop small businesses

• Support career readiness through 
internships and professional 
development

• Offer gap funds and scholarships to 
increase enrollment
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