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LETTER FROM DR. PHYLLIS WORTHY DAWKINS

As the Eighteenth 
President of Bennett 
College, it is indeed my 
pleasure to greet you 
in this, the inaugural 
edition of The Bennett 
Voice, formerly called 
CODEBLUE.

As you will read, this 
newsletter is chock-full 
of information about 
exciting initiatives and 
programs at Bennett. 
You will also read about 
our wonderful, talented 
students as well as our 
outstanding faculty and 
staff.

The Office of Institutional Advancement aims to produce two 
newsletters per semester. A special, fifth newsletter may also be 
published during Commencement/Alumnae Weekend. If you have 
items you would like considered for inclusion in The Bennett Voice, 
please send them to Laurie D. Willis, chief communications and 
marketing officer, at lwillis@bennett.edu, to Shaakira Jones, social 
media and online giving specialist, at sjones@bennett.edu, or to 
Aziz Peregrino-Brimah at apbrimah@bennett.edu.

I’m so very proud to serve as President of Bennett College, an 
institution steeped in history and tradition. Likewise, I’m confident 
our Belles, as well as our faculty and staff, will continue achieving 
newsworthy accomplishments.

To all Bennett students, faculty and staff, please keep up the good 
work! To everyone else reading this newsletter, particularly our very 
dedicated and supportive alumnae, thank you for all that you do for 
Bennett.

Phyllis Worthy Dawkins, Ph.D.

President

Dr. Dawkins, a Delta, posing with soror Belles at 
the Casual White Breakfast

Dr. Dawkins shaking a freshwoman’s hand during 
Convocatum Est

Dr. Dawkins posing with her husband, Dr. Bob 
Dawkins, and the new Bennett College National 
Alumnae Association President, Mrs. Gwendolyn 
Mackel Rice



BENNETT NEWS

One of Bennett College’s most 
sacred traditions, and arguably one 
of its most heartfelt, is the Casual 
White Breakfast.  What makes 
it so special is the sisterhood it 
embodies. A unity candle is lit, 
and class superlatives are given in 
several categories.

But what caps off the Casual White 
Breakfast, leaving attendees with 
smiles on their faces and music 
in their hearts, is the sing-a-long 
during which the choir director 
leads the crowd in four songs. The 
first, “Grace,” blesses the food. 
The third, “Tell Me Why,” explains 
why Bennett Belles so love their 
institution.  The fourth and final 
song is the alma mater. 

Yet it is “The Preference Song” 
that charges the audience, making 
Belles and others wave their white, 
linen napkins in the air. 

“There are many, many schools in 
the East and in the West. Sometimes 
you may be questioned as to which 
one is the best. If you really want 
to know, there is one that will stand 
out. It’s dear old Bennett College; 
that’s the one you hear about,” the 
song begins. 

But what endears “The Preference 
Song” to Belles worldwide is its 
chorus: “Some prefer to go to 
Spelman; others A&T. Some say 
here’s to Talladega; others Johnson 
C. But Bennett College is the best, 
girls. Lift high your colors bright. 
Raise your voices in a cheer, girls, 
for the dear old blue and white rah-
rah-rah!”

Bennett’s White Breakfast dates 
to the 1930s, when under then-
President Dr. David Dallas Jones 
Belles hiked about five miles, 
around Thanksgiving, to present 
gifts to elderly residents before 

returning to campus dressed in 
white to fellowship.

The tradition has evolved over the 
years and now is commonly used as 
a fundraiser for alumnae chapters. 
The Casual White Breakfast 
was started by former Bennett 
President Dr. Gloria Randall Scott 
to welcome fresh women and 
welcome back returning students, 
faculty and staff. 

Bennett College President, Dr. 
Phyllis Worthy Dawkins, addressed 
the incoming fresh women at this 
year’s Casual White Breakfast. 
“As the 18th President of Bennett 
College, it is my distinct honor and 
indeed my pleasure to welcome 
you to your new home away from 
home for the next four years,” 
Dawkins said.  She told the Belles 
they’ve made an outstanding choice 
in Bennett, spoke of the College’s 
Academic Cultural Enrichment 
Series, or A.C.E.S., mentioned the 
institution’s strong international 
program and assured students that 
faculty and staff will help them 
navigate college. 

Fresh woman Bridgett Davis 
chose Bennett because it’s in her 
hometown, is all-girls and was 
founded by the United Methodist 
Church.

“I loved the Casual White 
Breakfast,” Davis said. “The food 
was good, and I loved the fact that 
we girls were dressed in white and 
came together with the alumnae, 
faculty and staff. I also love the 
preference song because it proves 
we take pride in who we are.”

CASUAL WHITE BREAKFAST

Belles enjoying one of Bennett College’s traditions, the Casual White Breakfast
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BENNETT STUDENTS AALEAH LANCASTER AND CARMEN 
ACOSTA PARTICIPATE IN PRESTIGIOUS MATH/BIOLOGY 

INTERNSHIP AT UNCG

During the summer, Bennett Belles 
Aaleah Renee Lancaster and 
Carmen Acosta participated in the 
Math-Bio Research Experience for 
Undergraduates (REU) Program at 
UNC Greensboro. 

The highly selective program – more 
than 120 students across the country 
vied for 10 slots – was funded by 
the National Science Foundation and 
provided Lancaster, Acosta and others 
with hands-on research experience and 
the opportunity to make a real impact 
in solving scientific problems at the 
intersection between biology and 
mathematics. 

Bennett Associate Professor of 
Mathematics Dr. Hyunju Oh was a 
program mentor. 

“We concentrated on optimal 
vaccination strategies to combat S. 
Typhi transmission in South Asia,” Oh 
said. “Aaleah and Carmen presented 
their project research at symposiums 
at NCSU and Winthrop University. 
The students were trained in all 
aspects of research, beginning with the 
ethics code. They attended workshops 

on using libraries and online 
resources, and their training ended 
with delivering oral presentations and 
using LaTex to write mathematical 
papers.”

Lancaster, a senior math major from 
Bryans Road, Maryland, and Acosta, 
a sophomore math major from the 
Dominican Republic, will present their 
results at the 13th UNCG Regional 
Mathematics and Statistics Conference 
on November 4 and at the Joint 
Mathematics Meeting in San Diego, 
California, January 10-13, 2018. 

Lancaster previously participated in 
the REU Program. It was Acosta’s first 
time.

“I’ve learned a lot about game-theory 
and the mathematical biological 
world,” Lancaster said. When I attend 
graduate school, I’ll be able to build 
upon this research.”

Acosta said that though the REU 
Program was stressful, it helped her 
develop new skills.  

“I’d recommend the internship to 
other Belles, but it’s a very intensive 
program,” she said. “There were many 
mathematical concepts that I might 
not have learned in class for another 
year or two that I much appreciate 
knowing. However, the most versatile 
thing I learned is how to work on 
a project with a time limit, with a 
partner and under stress.”

Both women say students majoring 
in STEM subjects should strongly 
consider applying for the prestigious 
program, and they credit Oh with 
helping them earn a slot in it and 
surviving it.

“I was very excited to be chosen out 
of so many students,” Lancaster said. 
“However, I’m more so thankful to 
Dr. Oh for being thoughtful enough 
to include Bennett College in the 
grant proposal and paving the way for 
students at such a small school to get 
this opportunity.” 

Added Acosta: I couldn’t have gotten 
this job without Dr. Oh.”

Dr. Hyunju Oh, Associate Professor of 
Mathematics at Bennett College

Aaleah Renee Lancaster, ‘18 Carmen Belissa Acosta, ‘20 
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On September 15, hundreds of 
college students from throughout 
North Carolina and surrounding 
states converged on Bennett 
College for the opening day of the 
4th Annual National HBCU Pre-
Law Summit & Law Expo.

Founded by Evangeline M. 
Mitchell, Esq., Ed.M., the two-day 
Summit focused on empowering 
HBCU students and graduates 
who are interested in attending law 
school by addressing the unique 
issues, concerns and challenges 
facing them while affording them 
the chance to meet with lawyers to 
learn relevant information they’ll 
need to know before applying to 
law school.  

The Summit was held at N.C. A&T 
State University on day two.  

Bennett President Dr. Phyllis 
Worthy Dawkins welcomed the 

students while urging them to take 
copious notes and network.

“The fact that you’re here today 
tells me you’re serious about your 
future and you’re prepared for 
three more years of intense study 
after undergrad,” she said. “That 
may sound daunting, but make no 
mistake about it: You’re sorely 
needed.”

According to a 2015 Washington 
Post article, which cited 
information from the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, law is one of the 
least racially diverse professions 
in the nation.  The article said an 
astounding 88 percent of all U.S. 
lawyers are white and in major 
law firms, only three percent of 
associates and less than two percent 
of partners are African-American. 

Dr. Gwendolyn M. Bookman, 
Interim Dean of the Division of 

Arts and Sciences and an Associate 
Professor of Political Science, was 
Bennett’s lead Summit organizer. 

“I’m honored to have worked with 
Attorney Evangeline Mitchell to 
coordinate one day of the Pre-
Law Summit at Bennett this 
year,” Bookman said. “Although 
Bennett students and faculty have 
participated in each of the previous 
three years, I did not realize the 
extraordinary efforts that are 
needed to put on an event of this 
magnitude. 

“The feedback from participants 
clearly shows how important these 
sessions are in making sure students 
have the information and the 
contacts they need to be successful 
as law school applicants,” Bookman 
continued “I salute all of the 
participants for a job well done and 
look forward to next year.” 

4TH ANNUAL NATIONAL HBCU PRE-LAW 
SUMMIT AND LAW EXPO
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Bennett College has two new 
Memorandums of Understanding – 
with American Language Academy 
and Pfeiffer University. 

American Language Academy 
President Yuni Nguyen said the 
institution is grateful for “the 
opportunity to be a part of Bennett 
College” and “looks forward to 
a long-term relationship with 
Bennett.”  Bennett President Dr. 
Phyllis Worthy Dawkins says the 
MOU with American Language 
Academy is a “win-win” for both 
institutions. 

 “We’re trying to significantly 
move toward internationalizing our 
campus and increasing enrollment 
at Bennett and this partnership 
could be a catalyst for that,” 
Dawkins said. The American 
Language Academy brings the 
students to the states, and we 
can provide support services to 
integrate them into the American 

and HBCU cultures. Also, through 
this arrangement Bennett students 
will have interaction with other 
international students beyond our 
campus.”

Dawkins said the newly formed 
partnership will also help kick-
start Bennett’s Intensive English 
Program, which provides intensive 
training in English or English as 
a Second Language, as well as 
academic preparation for students 
interested in improving their English 
skills and preparing for college. 

Through classroom instruction, 
opportunities for private language 
exchange and cultural activities, 
the goal is to help students develop 
the language skills necessary for 
success in their professional or 
academic lives. The comprehensive, 
demanding program is offered 
in nine-week sessions covering 
listening, speaking, reading and 
writing and involves assignments in 
and outside the classroom. 

BENNETT COLLEGE SIGNS MOUs WITH AMERICAN 
LANGUAGE ACADEMY AND PFEIFFER UNIVERSITY

In another exciting initiative, 
Bennett College has joined the 
Pfeiffer University Partnership 
Program, which provides a 
20 percent tuition discount on 
undergraduate degree completion 
and graduate programs for Bennett 
alumnae, faculty and staff that 
attend Pfeiffer. In addition, the 
partnership includes a military 
discount of 40 percent for veterans 
and a $250 flat discount rate for 
Bennett’s students and employees in 
the active military.

“When this opportunity was brought 
forth to the leadership team it was 
a no-brainer,” Dawkins said. “We 
encourage our graduates to further 
their studies and are grateful for 
the opportunity to collaborate 
with Pfeiffer University. We don’t 
currently offer graduate programs 
for adults, so this is a great match 
for us.”

Pfeiffer University President, 
Dr. Colleen Perry Keith, said the 
institution has strong graduate 
programs that can be offered both 
online and on campus. “We’re very 
excited to partner with our sister 
Methodist schools and Bennett 
College in particular,” Keith 
said. “We knew we had graduate 
programs Bennett students might be 
interested in and now, with our fully 
accredited programs more affordable 
for them, we look forward to 
seeing the Bennett community take 
advantage of this opportunity.”

Pfeiffer University President, Dr. 
Colleen Perry Keith, and Dr. Dawkins

Dr. Dawkins and Yuni Nguyen, American 
Language Academy President
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Renowned educator Dr. Johnnetta 
Betsch Cole, former director of the 
Smithsonian Institution’s National 
Museum of African Art and the 14th 
president of Bennett College, will 
serve as Bennett’s Founder’s Day 
speaker on November 5.

Founder’s Day begins at 2 p.m. 
inside the Annie Merner Pfeiffer 
Chapel. The public is invited.

“We are delighted to have Dr. Cole 
deliver our Founder’s Day address 
next month,” said Bennett College 
President Dr. Phyllis Worthy 
Dawkins. “Dr. Cole is an outstanding 
educator and leader, and I am certain 
she will deliver a profound and 
enlightening message to our students, 
faculty, staff, alumnae and friends. 
Furthermore, she is an excellent 
orator, and I am sure everyone who 
hears her speech on November 5 will 
long remember it.”

After the Founder’s Day 
Convocation, a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony will be held to 
commemorate the naming of the 
Johnnetta Betsch Cole Honors 
Residence Hall. There will also be a 
silent auction and a reception.

In May, officials announced a $1.5 
million Johnnetta Betsch Cole 
Scholars Campaign, for which a 
Crowdfunding Campaign will be 
officially launched on November 5. 
Money raised from the campaign will 
be used for scholarships for honors 
students who reside in the residence 
hall bearing Cole’s name.

Donations may be made to the 
campaign now by visiting grow.
bennett.edu/drcolescholarship.

DR. JOHNNETTA BETSCH COLE TO SPEAK AT 
BENNETT COLLEGE’S FOUNDER’S DAY CONVOCATION ON 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2017

“Our Founder’s Day Convocation 
is one of our most sacred events at 
Bennett College,” Dawkins said. “But 
this year’s celebration will be even 
more special because of what will 
occur afterward. I anticipate having a 
large crowd on hand, and we welcome 
people in Greensboro and surrounding 
cities, as well as people from other 
parts of North Carolina and beyond, to 
come out and fellowship with us and 
support us on November 5.”

Bennett College is one of only two 
all-women’s historically black colleges 
and universities in the country, and 
Cole has the distinction of having 
served as president of both. She made 
history in 1987 when she became 
the first African-American woman 
to serve as president of Spelman 
College. While at Spelman, Cole built 
the institution’s endowment through 

a $113 million capital campaign, 
significantly increased enrollment and 
raised the institution’s overall ranking.

At Bennett, Cole oversaw a $50 
million capital campaign, the creation 
of programs in African Women’s 
Studies and Global Studies, established 
an art gallery and founded the 
Johnnetta B. Cole Global Diversity 
and Inclusion Institute. She said she is 
honored to deliver the 2017Founder’s 
Day address at Bennett, which was 
founded in 1873 as a coed institution 
and became women’s only in 1926. 
It is named after Lyman G. Bennett, 
a Troy, New York, businessman who 
gave $10,000 to black parishioners of 
the Methodist Church of Greensboro, 
who used it to buy land and a building 
large enough to house classrooms and 
a dormitory.

Before Bennett’s financial contribution, 
students were attending classes in the 
un-plastered basement of Warnersville 
Methodist Episcopal Church, now 
known as St. Matthews United 
Methodist Church.

Today, Bennett College has more 
than 7,000 alumnae, affectionately 
known as Bennett Belles. Many 
Bennett alumnae, particularly those 
living in North Carolina, return to 
the institution annually for Founder’s 
Day. Bennett alumnae have made 
significant contributions to the world 
in many areas, including science, 
medicine, education and politics. They 
are very loyal to and supportive of 
the institution, which is evidenced by 
their financial contributions. This year 
Bennett alumnae exceeded their goal, 
donating more than $1 million to the 
institution. 

Dr. Johnnetta Betsch Cole
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FALL 2017 CAREER & INTERNSHIP FAIR

Tyler Binion, a junior business 
administration major from Nashville, 
Tennessee, has a perfect 4.0 GPA. 
But even with stellar grades, she 
knows landing a summer internship 
– and ultimately a full-time job – will 
require some work. 

So on September 28, Binion attended 
Bennett College’s 2017 Career 
& Internship Fair in the Global 
Learning Center. 

“I spoke with several companies 
about what internships they had to 
offer for students,” Binion said. “I 
asked them what types of jobs I could 
possibly obtain at their companies 
given I’m a business major. Some of 
them mentioned human resources, 
and the lady with BB&T liked my 
GPA and said if I network with her 
and stay in touch, I’ll likely be given 
strong consideration for employment 
with them after I graduate.”

Binion aspires to earn a graduate 
degree that can be applied in 
events planning or an MBA with a 
concentration in human resources 
management. I plan to stay in touch 
with the woman at BB&T because 
that could possibly be a great 
opportunity for me down the road,” 
she said. 

Greensboro Police Officer E.Y. 
Watkins appreciated the spaciousness 
provided in the GLC, which ensured 
recruiters weren’t on top of one 
another.  

“I enjoyed the conversations I had 
with the students,” said Watkins, a 
17-year GPD veteran. “I encouraged 

several of them to participate in 
police ride-a-longs with officers. 
Taking part in police ride-a-longs will 
give students firsthand experience 
and knowledge of what it’s like when 
officers go on calls and will possibly 
dispel a lot of the misconceptions 
about policing.” 

Nicole L. Strott represented Wells 
Fargo at the Fair. 

“Historically, women have been 
underrepresented in the securities 
field and were often directed 
towards more ‘traditionally female’ 
professions,” Strott said. “At Wells 
Fargo, we want to build awareness 
and interest in this dynamic industry, 
particularly among women. The 
Career & Internship Fair was a 
perfect opportunity to do so. Wells 
Fargo has also been partnering with 

Bennett through annual scholarships 
and, more recently, the Wells 
Fargo Advisors/Securities Training 
Corporation Course offering.”

Darryl K. Johnson, Bennett’s 
Director of the Office of Career 
Services, said he thought the Fair was 
successful. 

“We sponsor the Career & Internship 
Fair every year so our students can 
position themselves for internships 
and jobs,” Johnson said. “The timing 
is important, particularly for students 
who haven’t yet obtained internships 
and for seniors who aren’t planning 
to attend graduate school and need 
to line up full-time employment. 
I’m grateful to the businesses that 
participated this year and look 
forward to having even more 
companies next year.”

Recruiter discusses internships and career opportunities with Belles
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THE FOSTER CARE INITIATIVE PROGRAM

There are 10,324 children in foster 
care in North Carolina, a 10 percent 
increase since 2015. But if Bennett 
College students have their way, a 
more stable environment may soon 
be available for many fostered girls in 
the area.

That’s because Bennett College 
students, under the direction of Dr. 
Moriska V. Selby, Visiting Faculty 
Consultant in the Social Work 
Department and Founder of MVS 
Consultants, Dr. Mary E. Stephens, 
Social Work Department Chair, and 
Aeran N. Baskin, Doctoral Candidate 
at Harvard Graduate School of 
Education, are working to establish a 
school for fostered youth. 

“I think the fact that our Belles want 
to establish a school for children in 
foster care reflects an extraordinary 
gesture of humanitarianism and is 
indicative of the types of young 
women who are enrolled at Bennett 
College,” said President Dr. Phyllis 
Worthy Dawkins. “Dr. Selby, Dr. 
Stephens and Aeran Baskin are 
working diligently, in conjunction 
with our students and Guilford 
County Schools officials, to make the 
school a reality. I’m happy to lend my 
support in any way I can.”

Statistics on children in foster care 
are sobering:

• Only 50 percent graduate from 
high school. 

• A mere two to four percent 
graduate from college.

• They are more likely to 
experience homelessness, 
incarceration, unemployment and 
teenage motherhood.

• They are five times more likely 
to have children who end up in 
foster care. 

Girls in foster care have some core 
needs that can be met by a school 

designed specifically for them at 
Bennett, where an emphasis is 
placed on creating a robust learning 
environment that facilitates physical 
safety and better access to healthcare, 
feelings of belonging, competence 
and worthiness, trust, love, respect 
and validation from caring adults and 
positive role models. 

 Adding a school for children in 
foster care could help strengthen 
Bennett’s brand while increasing 
enrollment and affirming Bennett’s 
rich, historical legacy as an innovator 
and trailblazer.

Plans call for Phase 1 of school 
implementation to begin in 2019 as 
a residential program for high school 
girls ages 14-18 after a full year of 
preparation to identify prospective 
enrollees, hire and train staff and 
renovate living space. By 2022, 
plans are for the initiative to include 
a residential program for girls who 
have “aged-out” of the foster care 
system. 

Since girls who age-out can no longer 
access the services provided through 
the foster care system, having an 
option for continuing their education 
is critical. Ultimate plans are for the 
program to evolve into a residential 
charter school serving girls in grades 
sixth through twelfth and aged-out 
women.

Through a collaborative partnership 
with Guilford County Schools, girls 
from Guilford, Forsyth and Alamance 
counties will attend high school in 
Greensboro and live on Bennett’s 
campus, where they will be woven 
into the fabric of the institution and 
have access to campus resources, 
Selby said.

“Dr. Stephens and the Social Work 
department created the Foster Care 
Initiative in 2014 to help increase the 
number of girls who are in foster care 

or have aged out to obtain a post-
secondary education,” Selby said. 
“Since then, the vision has expanded 
to include designing then launching a 
residential school with a culture based 
on sisterhood, agency, self-efficacy, 
identity and hope.” 

“The best part of this project is 
engaging Bennett students as co-
architects,” she continued. “Bennett 
Belles from across all disciplines and 
majors make a big intellectual and 
emotional investment each semester 
by researching policies, practices 
and different school models before 
making recommendations for the 
overall design of the residential 
school.”

 l to r: Dr. Moriska V. Selby, Visiting 
Faculty Consultant in the Social Work 
Department, and Dr. Mary E. Stephens, 
Social Work Department Chair

Aeran N. Baskin, Doctoral Candidate at 
Harvard Graduate School of Education
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BELLES IN MOTION
INTRODUCING NIQUIA HARRIS

THE 38TH MISS BENNETT COLLEGE
A ROSE FROM CONCRETE

Niquia Harris, ‘18

“Looks aren’t everything, but 
presentation is key. You can be only 
you, and I can be only me.”

Greetings and salutations! I am 
Niquia S. Harris, a senior social 
work major from Willingboro, New 
Jersey, and I am humbly serving as 
your 38th Miss Bennett College for 
the 2017-2018 academic year. 

As a former fostered youth, I never 
thought I would be in the position 
in which I proudly find myself 
today. I can recall the moment I was 
accepted to our beloved College 
and the emotions I felt. I was proud 

of myself for even applying, yet 
quickly discouraged because I had 
no assistance with taking the next 
steps. You see, I had constantly 
been told college was not an option 
for youth of “my kind”. Likewise, I 
was told if I chose to go out of state 
for college I wouldn’t last a year.

It was only a day before Welcome 
Week that I found a stable ride to 
North Carolina. But the moment 
I stepped onto Bennett College’s 
beautiful campus I knew I finally 
had a place to call home. As I tried 
to find and make my way through 
the undergraduate experience, 

I became involved in various 
activities and groups, and that’s 
when I first started acknowledging 
my own crown. Serving as Miss 
Sophomore and Miss Junior helped 
me recognize my purpose. The love 
and support I continuously receive 
from my Bennett sisters and our 
beloved Institution have made me 
realize it is incumbent upon me 
to offer that same love to those in 
need. 

My platform, “Embracing 
Traditions and Expressing 
Individuality for A Seat at the 
Table,” is based on the journey 
I just shared. My passion is 
assisting others so they, too, can 
love themselves and who they are. 
I believe as your queen it is not 
my duty to sit on the throne but, 
instead, to prepare a table where we 
can ALL be seated for success. 

It truly doesn’t matter the cards we 
are dealt in life. What matters most 
is how we choose to play those 
cards. I consider Bennett College 
a home for lost butterflies, and as 
Miss Bennett College I pledge to 
show my sisters that they, too, can 
find their wings as they matriculate 
on these hallowed grounds. 

“Embrace what those who came 
before us left behind. Express who 
you have always been.” 

Niquia Harris
Your 38th Miss Bennett CollegeO SO
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INTRODUCING BENNETT COLLEGE’S
ROYAL COURT

Anna is a senior, psychology 
major from Middlesex, North 
Carolina. At an early age she 
discovered her passion for ministry 
through dance, which became 
the foundation for her life. At 
Bennett, Anna has served in various 
leadership positions and was one 
of the first students to serve as a 
member of the Greensboro College 
Commission. She has also served 
as a Student Ambassador, Student 
Union Advisory Board member, 
Orientation Leader, Spirit of David 
Dance Ministry Vice President, 
Student Government Association 
Intern, Peer Support Group member 
and Resident Assistant. During the 
spring semester of her junior year, 
Anna was inducted into the Psi 
Chi National Honor Society, for 
which she currently serves as Vice 
President. After graduating, Anna 
plans to attend graduate school 
and earn a Master’s in School 
Psychology.  

Essence is a senior political science 
major from Fayetteville, North 
Carolina. She enrolled at Bennett 
with the expectation of growth and 
beginning a new chapter in her life. 
At Bennett she has been a member 
of Fusion Twist Flag Team, Spirit 
of David Dance Ministry, Student 
Ambassadors and Divine Unity. 
She has also served as Miss Spirit 
of David, a Resident Assistant and 
as the Event Coordinator for Divine 
Unity, for which she currently serves 
as Vice President. Essence is also a 
Student Marshal for the third year. 
After graduating, Essence wants 
to become a court counselor in the 
Juvenile Justice System, through 
which she hopes to take on the 
challenges of redirecting misguided 
youth and making positive changes 
for them for generations to come. 
She is inspired by a famous 
Mahatma Gandhi quote about 
service. 

Micaiah is a junior Elementary 
Education major from Columbus, 
Ohio. At Bennett, she has 
participated the Spirit of David 
Dance Ministry, Fusion Twist Dance 
Team, the Student North Carolina 
Association of Educators (SNCAE) 
and Bellesody Poetry Club. This 
year, Micaiah plans to start her 
own organization and revamp the 
dance team over which she once 
presided. She also wants to “restore 
the original Bennett sisterhood,” 
promote unity and offer enthusiastic 
and real love to her Bennett sisters. 
Micaiah firmly believes that her 
crown means nothing if her Bennett 
sisters do not wear it with her. After 
graduating from Bennett, Micaiah 
wants to move to Washington, D.C., 
and serve as a fifth grade teacher in 
a low-income area. She aspires to 
eventually become a principal. 

ANNA JOYCE BROWN
Miss Royal Blue & White

ESSENCE JAMERSON
Miss Senior

MICAIAH SMITH
Miss Junior
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Jayla is a sophomore Special 
Education major from Wilson, 
North Carolina. Throughout 
her high school career, Jayla 
was very involved and received 
distinguished honors as a 2016 N.C. 
Homeschool graduate. Today, she 
continues to actively volunteer in 
her hometown at the local library 
and in her church. In her first 
year at Bennett, Jayla served as a 
Student Ambassador and actively 
participated in the Student North 
Carolina Association of Educators 
(SNCAE), Divine Unity and 
competed in The Little Miss Divine 
Unity Pageant. Jayla was an Honors 
and Dean’s List recipient for the 
2016-2017 academic year. She is 
proud of the woman she’s become 
and can’t wait to grow even more. 
One of her favorite sayings is, “If 
your plan doesn’t work, change 
your plan but never the goals.”

Jamie is a freshwoman Social Work 
major from Suitland, Maryland, 
who graduated from Dr. Henry 
A. Wise Jr. High School in Upper 
Marlboro, Maryland, with a 3.8 
cumulative GPA. In high school, 
Jamie served as president of the 
Student Ambassadors program 
and STEM Club. She also served 
as Vice President of the National 
Honor Society. Jamie graduated as 
a Certified Medical Administrative 
assistant. At the Sanctuary at 
Kingdom Square, Jamie was a 
youth leader, mentor to teenage 
girls and youth pastoral assistant. 
Her campaign theme was RISE 
(Reaching, Inspiring, Strengthening 
and Empowering), and she aspires 
to help her classmates RISE while 
networking in the Greensboro 
community. Jamie lives by 
1 Corinthians 2:9, which say, “Eyes 
haven’t seen and ears haven’t heard 
all the things in which God has 
planned for me.”
 

JAYLA BARNES
Miss Sophomore

JAMIE ROSE
Miss Freshwoman

Since birth, Zoey has spent many 
hours at Bennett College, where 
her mother Shaunaray Otey works 
in the Financial Aid Office. Zoey is 
also the daughter of Brandon Lee. 
At Bennett, Zoey has participated in 
many campus festivities, and when 
she’s not being an engaged first 
grader at Triad Math and Science 
Academy, she enjoys dancing, 
reading and singing. Her mom 
keeps her active in basketball and 
gymnastics, and the vivacious young 
girl also loves modeling and taking 
pictures. When a camera is present, 
her personality shines bright. Zoey 
loves being a big sister to her little 
brother and also spending time 
volunteering at local animal shelters. 
Because of her love for animals, she 
aspires to become a veterinarian. 
Zoey also dreams of one day being 
crowned Miss Bennett College.  

ZOEY OTEY
Little Miss Bennett
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INTRODUCING PAIGE MATTHEWS

BENNETT COLLEGE SGA PRESIDENT 2017-2018

“You are here to make a difference, 
to either improve the world or 
worsen it. And whether or not you 
consciously choose to, you will 
accomplish one or the other.” ― 
Richelle E. Goodrich

Greetings! My name is Paige 
Matthews, and I am a senior 
Business Management major from 
Atlanta, Georgia. I am proud, 
humbled and elated to have been 
elected as the Bennett College 
Student Government Association 
President for the 2017-2018 
academic year. I do not and will 
not take this position in vain, for 
many are unaware of what I endured 
and the personal growth that led to 
my acceptance of this leadership 

position. I have always had a loving 
and supportive group of people, 
“my village,” behind me. My 
troubles relating to motivation and 
yearning for a purpose began in high 
school. I attended a school where 
very little support and hope were 
given to black students. As such, I 
immediately felt discouraged about 
attending college.  
Fortunately, by the second semester 
of my junior year, I had the 
opportunity to visit Bennett College 
twice. I can’t put into words the 
feelings I experienced as I graced 
my campus: beautiful buildings, 
historical landmarks, the small 
and close-knit campus, and, most 
importantly, the people. 

I encountered nearly twenty people 
in ten minutes and every single 
person said, “Good Morning.” 
Their friendliness assured me I was 
entering an institution that generally 
cared about the well-being of its 
students – one where I would feel 
comfortable. It quickly became 
apparent to me that Bennett Belles 
carry themselves professionally and 
know what they hope to achieve in 
life.  The hospitality and customer 
service that was shown to me during 
my visits were key in helping me 
decide to attend the College.  

Because of Bennett College, I have 
discovered my strengths, my talents 
and my purpose. I have served 
on many leadership positions at 
Bennett, which I believe molded 
and prepared me for my current 
position as SGA President. Last 
year, I started Divine Unity, a 
mentoring organization for young 
college women. Through starting 

Divine Unity, I learned about the 
importance of leadership and my 
impact on others.  I worked two 
jobs to financially support the 
organization, and, believe it or not, 
I stayed up virtually all night, at 
times, working on the logistics for 
the business and devising ways 
to effectively guide my team for 
success. I said all of that to say 
I would do it all over again if 
necessary because I grew from the 
experience and now understand the 
demands of leadership and how 
selfless one must be to accomplish 
goals for the betterment of the 
community. 

I am on fire for Bennett! Likewise, 
I appreciate what she has done for 
me and my sisters. It’s only right 
that I give back by continuing my 
leadership role and working to be the 
change my sisters, the community, 
future Belles and the world wish to 
see for not only African-Americans 
but black women in particular. 

I pride myself on putting into action 
three powerful words:  Impact, 
Influence and Inspire. I encourage 
you to let these words guide, 
motivate and galvanize you to push 
forward. Every morning when I 
awaken, I am constantly reminded 
that there is much work yet to be 
done in this world, not to mention 
here at Bennett College. As your 
2017-2018 SGA President, I vow to 
do as much of the necessary work as 
I can.  

Sincerely,
Paige Matthews

Your 2017-2018 SGA President 

Paige Matthews, ‘18

The Bennett Voice    13



Bateman contacted her mother, 
DaChanta Bateman, a huge “Young and 
the Restless” fan.

“I told her around 5 o’clock there was 
a possibility I might get to interview 
him,” Bateman said. “We didn’t 
interview him until around 9 o’clock, 
so when I called her she figured we had 
already done the interview.”

Turns out Bateman called her mother 
just seconds after wrapping the 
interview – which was recorded by 
Duell – and introduced her to Moore 
via Facetime.  Needless to say the elder 
Bateman was quite surprised.

“You got a sweetheart of a daughter,” 
Moore said. “She puts on a really good 
interview. She’s prepared, she does her 
homework. She’s a sweetheart. She’s on 
her way.”

Also with Moore was Aaron Rahsaan 
Thomas, executive producer of 
“S.W.A.T,” a new CBS show starring 
Moore that dramatizes the division 
between the police and the African-
American community.  Duell got the 
chance to ask Thomas how his life 
experiences influenced the show.

Lipscomb wants to bring a sneak 
preview of “S.W.A.T.” to campus 
this fall, in advance of its November 
2 premier. He also hopes to have a 

representative from the show available 
for a Q&A with students.

Bateman and Duell conducted their 
interview with Moore and Thomas 
on the final night of the convention. 
Sanford interviewed Landau during the 
convention’s opening ceremony and 
began by asking him how he got involved 
in filmmaking.

“Well you know I went to school and 
studied film, so as you’re a student in 
school you can appreciate that,” Landau 
said. “So that was really a big part of 
it. And then it’s about asking yourself 
what are films supposed to do. Give 
audiences escape, but an escape that’s 
about something. It has a theme and 
that’s what our movies have, and that’s 
what Disney’s ‘Pandora – The World of 
Avatar’ has.”

Lipscomb said the trip was great and he 
hopes to take students to the convention 
next year in Detroit.

“You don’t want to wait until you’ve 
graduated from college to begin 
competing as a professional,” Lipscomb 
said. “I want our Bennett students to have 
training that matches or exceeds that of 
any student in the country. I’m grateful 
to Dean Keonte Coleman, the College’s 
Senior Leadership Team and, of course, 
Dr. Dawkins for providing this wonderful 
opportunity for our students.”

While most college students were 
still enjoying their summer break, 
five Bennett Belles were networking 
with talented journalists from across 
the country – and they managed to 
snag interviews with some Hollywood 
heavyweights to boot.

Senior Azuree Bateman and 
sophomores Ebony Duell, Gloria 
Horton, DasJa Sanford and Janiyah 
Shelton were in New Orleans August 
9-13 for the National Association of 
Black Journalists’ annual convention.  
They traveled to New Orleans with 
Tom Lipscomb, Assistant Professor of 
Journalism and Media Studies.  Last 
year Lipscomb took four students to 
the convention, which was held in 
Washington, D.C.

“It’s important for Bennett to send 
students to the convention each year 
because it gives them a chance to see 
what it takes to become successful in 
the media field,” Lipscomb said.  “I 
always encourage our Belles to not 
only attend the NABJ Convention but 
also to cover the different workshops 
and events that are held so they can 
show prospective employers their 
skills and potential.  This year two of 
our students got a chance to interview 
a famous actor, and another student 
interviewed an award-winning 
producer, so it was a very productive 
and fun trip for them.”

Lipscomb is referring to actor Shemar 
Moore, famous for his role as agent 
Derek Morgan on the hit CBS show 
“Criminal Minds” and a former star 
on CBS’ daytime soap “The Young 
and the Restless,” and producer Jon 
Landau, famous for “The Titanic,” for 
which he won an Academy Award, and 
“Avatar.”

Students Bateman and Duell 
interviewed Moore.  Sanford 
interviewed Landau.

After her interview with Moore, 

BENNETT STUDENTS TAKE NABJ CONVENTION BY STORM!

Bennett student Azuree Bateman interviews actor Shemar Moore as producer Aaron 
Rahsaan Thomas looks on



JOY ANGBO INTERNS AT O’HENRY HOTEL

Joy Angbo, ‘18
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Joy Angbo wants to be a financial 
analyst after graduating from Bennett 
because she enjoys analyzing data 
and seeing companies improve. But 
during the summer, the senior business 
administration major from Brooklyn, 
New York, interned in the hospitality 
industry and loved it.

“I enjoyed learning about Quaintance 
Weaver Restaurants and Hotels and 
studying the various roles within 
hospitality management,” Angbo 
said. “I shadowed a lot of employees, 
from those at the front door of the 
hotel to back-of-the-line cooks. There 
wasn’t anything about the internship 
I didn’t like because whatever I was 
doing I knew it’d help make me more 
disciplined.”

During the summer, Angbo was paired 
with Pat Soenksen, a mentor through 
Opportunity Greensboro’s Internship 
Program. 

“I was designated as Joy’s community 
leader mentor,” said Soenksen, 
recently retired as president and CEO 
of Hospice and Palliative Care of 

Greensboro. “As we got to know each 
other, I was impressed with Joy’s 
thoughtfulness, poise and insightful 
questions. She demonstrated excellent 
time management and follow-up – 
skills that bode well for her future 
career. Joy represents the best of 
Bennett College and I hope we can 
stay in contact.”

Deborah Angbo is proud of her 
daughter, though she admits being less 
than thrilled when Bennett surfaced.
“Joy was attending Nyack College 
in upstate New York but decided she 
wanted to transfer,” her mother said. 
“I was hoping she wouldn’t go so far 
away from home, but at the same time 
I didn’t want to stand in her way. Her 
godmother Vinette Thomas told her 
about Bennett, and surprisingly she 
checked into it… Bennett is a good 
college and has helped Joy grow and 
come into her own.”

Even though Angbo isn’t interested 
in working in the hospitality industry 
permanently, her mother says she 
thrived in it over the summer.

“Joy likes to cook, and they had her 
making various dishes, including the 
salad of the day,” Deborah Angbo 
said. “People told her they liked it, 
and she felt so proud. It gave her a 
sense of feeling like a chef. If she 
wasn’t majoring in business, I think 
she’d definitely enter the hospitality 
industry.”

Angbo’s mother said though she had 
to get used to the idea of her daughter 
being so far away from home, she’s 
glad she chose to attend Bennett 
College. 

“I was just thinking the other day that 
I’m just so proud of Joy,” she said. “I 
was going through some old papers and 
was reminded that Joy made the dean’s 
list in high school. Joy will be the first in 
our family to obtain a four-year degree. 
We’re all so incredibly proud of Joy and 
grateful for what Bennett College has 
meant to her. I’d say to anybody if they 
want to follow in Joy’s footsteps, Bennett 
is a good college.  I just pray they get the 
funding they need…” 

Angbo, who studied abroad in Cyprus 
during the spring semester of her junior 
year, said she enjoys Bennett’s sisterhood 
and the many opportunities it affords. 

“Bennett College professors and staff 
help students determine their career 
choices,” Angbo said. “They encourage 
us to take certain classes that are out of 
our comfort zones. I’m thankful for all 
of my professors, particularly Professor 
Walson, Professor McNeil and Professor 
Warren. Bennett College really has a lot 
to offer.” 

So what’s next?

“I want to work for two years before 
applying to graduate school,” Angbo 
said. “At the moment I don’t have any 
idea where I want to go because I want 
to learn about different programs and 
tour several schools before making a 
decision.”

Chances are, wherever Angbo goes she’ll 
be just fine.
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2017-2018 Upcoming Events

Thursday, January 11
Convocatum Est - 11:00 a.m.

Thursday, February 15
Honors Convocation - 11:00 a.m.

Thursday, March 15
Senior Day - 4:00 p.m.

Thursday, March 22
Charter Day - 11:00 a.m.

Friday, March 23
UNCF Golf Tournament - 8:00 a.m. tee time

Friday, April 6
Interdisciplinary Research Day - All day event

Thursday, April 12
Recognition Day - 11:00 a.m.

Friday, May 4
Baccalaureate Services - 6:00 p.m.

Saturday, May 5
Commencement Services - 10:00 a.m.

Spring Semester 2018

Sunday, November 5
Founder’s Day - 2:00 p.m.

Guest Speaker: Dr. Johnnetta Betsch Cole
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 

(Naming the Honors Residence Hall)

Tuesday, November 28
National Day of Giving

Fall Semester 2017
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