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OS O S

LETTER FROM DR. PHYLLIS WORTHY DAWKINS

Greetings, Bennett College Faculty, Staff, Students, Parents, Alumnae 
and Friends!  Spring is upon us, which means the end of the semester 
and Commencement are just around the corner.  I am pleased to 
announce that this year’s Commencement speaker is White House 
Correspondent April Ryan, and I am grateful to Belle Norita Phillips 
’91, who introduced me to her during a White Breakfast.   

Just as they did in the previous fiscal year, Bennett Alumnae are 
answering the call in grand fashion to help their beloved alma mater.  
To date, Bennett Alumnae have donated more than $853,600 to the 
Institution.  I know I speak on behalf of our Board of Trustees, led by 
Chair and alumna Dr. Gladys Ashe Robinson ’71, and the entire Bennett 
College Family in saying how grateful we are to the Alumnae for their 
undying commitment to Bennett.  Likewise, our BOT and the Bennett 
Family appreciate everyone who has donated to the College this year. 

In other good news, fall 2018 enrollment confirmations are up 191% 
versus this time last year.  Likewise, the College has more than 5,500 
applications to date, the highest in Bennett’s history and 218% more 
than we had at this time last year.  

As you read this third edition of The Bennett Voice, I hope you enjoy learning more about our faculty, staff 
and students.  Included in this newsletter are articles on three new members of my Senior Leadership Team: 
Dr. Dorothy Browne, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs; Dr. Anne Hayes, Senior Advisor to the 
President/Associate Vice President for Administrative Services; and Dr. Lorraine Acker, Associate Vice President 
for Student Affairs.  There’s also an article on Pamala Douglas, our new Director of Financial Aid. If you haven’t 
already, please welcome them to Bennett.  I sincerely hope you enjoy reading The Bennett Voice.  While perusing 
it, please keep in mind ways you can help Bennett – either by donating to grow.bennett.edu, by mailing a check 
to the College, in care of Institutional Advancement, at 900 East Washington Street, Greensboro, N.C. 27401, or 
by sending some prospective Belles our way.  

Thank you for your support. 
 

Phyllis Worthy Dawkins, Ph.D.
President

Dr. Dawkins posing with Belles, faculty and staff during the reveal of our new state-
of-the-art studio



BENNETT NEWS

A renowned educator with more 
than 35 years of experience 
at research institutions and 

Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities is the new Provost/Vice 
President for Academic Affairs and 
Student Affairs at Bennett College.

Dr. Dorothy Browne assumed her 
post at Bennett earlier this month and 
replaces Steve Willis, who served in the 
position on an interim basis for more 
than a year.

“We are very fortunate to have a woman 
of Dr. Browne’s caliber join the staff 
at Bennett College,” said President 
Dr. Phyllis Worthy Dawkins. “Dr. 
Browne is well known throughout 
academia for getting things done and 
for making a lasting impact at the 
institutions where she works. I look 
forward to collaborating with her and to 
implementing some of her innovative 
approaches as we continue restoring 
Bennett College to a position of 
greatness.”

Browne earned her Bachelor of Science 

in Sociology from Bennett College. She 
holds a Master of Social Work from 
the University of Pittsburgh School 
of Social Work, and both a Master of 
Public Health and a Doctorate of Public 
Health from Harvard University’s T.H. 
Chan School of Public Health.

Browne began her distinguished 
academic career at the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill’s 
School of Public Health, now called 
the Gillings School of Global Public 
Health, where she gained tenure and full 
professorship. While at UNC-Chapel 
Hill, Browne engaged in teaching, 
advising students and conducting 
research in the areas of youth violence, 
adolescent high-risk behaviors and 
health disparities in maternal and child 
health.

She received numerous governmental 
and foundation grants to conduct 
research and to develop programs in 
the prevention of high-risk behaviors 
and health disparities. Her many 
publications reflect her research and 
programmatic interests. Likewise, 
she continues her involvement in the 
academic area of maternal and child 
health as an adjunct professor at UNC-
Chapel Hill.

From 2001-2009, Browne was a 
professor of public health and the 
senior scientist for Morgan State 
University’s N.I.H.-funded Prevention 
Sciences Research Center, which 
housed the Baltimore institution’s 
Drug Abuse Research Program, the 
Summer Research Training Program 
for Undergraduate Students, the Health 
Services Research Training Program 
and the Faculty Fellows Research 
Program in Drug Abuse Prevention.

Additionally, Browne was co-director of 
the Morgan-Hopkins Center for Health 
Disparities Solution, a collaborative 
initiative with the Johns Hopkins School 
of Public Health.

In 2009, Browne returned to North 
Carolina to assume the positions of 
special assistant to the chancellor and 
director of the Public Health Institute at 
North Carolina A&T State University. 
She went on to serve as dean of the 
School of Social Work at Norfolk State 
University and was the inaugural dean 
of the Jackson State School of Public 
Health Initiative.

Before joining the staff at Bennett, 
which was founded in 1873 and became 
women’s only in 1926, Browne worked 
at Shaw University in the areas of 
faculty and program development. 
She also served as a consultant with 
California State University’s CHER 
Institute, an NIH Research Education 
Program that mentors junior faculty 
interested in community based and 
social and health behavior research that 
enhances health equity among racial and 
ethnic minority populations.

Browne is the mother of twins. Her 
son, Brian Browne, is a senior chief in 
the United States Navy and is stationed 
in Virginia. Her daughter, Dr. Felicia 
Amira Browne, is a research public 
health analyst at Research Triangle 
International (RTI) in Research Triangle 
Park (RTP) in North Carolina.

Browne said she’s honored to join 
the staff at her alma mater, where 
journalism and media studies, biology, 
psychology, social work and business 
administration are the top five majors.

“I am humbled and honored to return 
to Bennett, after years of having an 
array of educational experiences and 
opportunities,” Browne said. “It is this 
diversity of experiences which allows 
me to treasure and appreciate Bennett’s 
legacy and traditions while also working 
with President Dawkins, the faculty, 
staff and students to ensure Bennett 
continues to have relevance in the ever-
changing world of higher education.”

RENOWNED EDUCATOR, DR. DOROTHY C. BROWNE, JOINS 
BENNETT’S ADMINISTRATION 

Dr. Dorothy Browne
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DR. ANNE C. HAYES JOINS THE LEADERSHIP TEAM 
AT BENNETT COLLEGE

Dr. Anne C. Hayes has recently 
been named Bennett College’s 
new Senior Advisor to the 

President/Associate Vice President 
for Administrative Services. Hayes, 
a native of Halifax County, Virginia, 
will work closely with Bennett 
College President Dr. Phyllis Worthy 
Dawkins while also overseeing 
the College’s Human Resources 
and Public Safety departments. 
Additionally, she will serve as 
Bennett’s Board of Trustees Liaison.

“We are grateful to have a person 
of Dr. Hayes’ expertise join the 
staff at Bennett College,” Dawkins 
said. “The fact that she brings 
extensive SACSCOC knowledge 
and has led diversity efforts is a plus. 
Bennett College is in the midst of 
aggressive fundraising and enrollment 
campaigns, and I am certain Dr. 
Hayes will be able to help us achieve 
success in each of those areas.”

Hayes earned her Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Environmental Studies and 
Religion from Emory University in 
Atlanta, Georgia, and her Master of 
Arts degree in Religious Studies from 
the University of Colorado at Boulder. 
While at University of Colorado, 
Boulder, Hayes studied women and 
Islam and completed ethnographic 
research in Dakar, Senegal. She was 
a doctoral fellow at the University of 
Virginia, where she earned her Ph.D. 
in Social Foundations of Education in 
2012.

Hayes has taught a variety of 
classes, including Religious Studies, 
Books Behind Bars and Student 
Development at Southside Virginia 
Community College, the University 

of Colorado and at University of 
Virginia.

Hayes held a three-year doctoral 
internship with the Curry School 
of Education Foundation, where 
she assisted with board meetings, 
alumni engagement events, board 
engagement, research, donor relations, 
grant writing, event planning and 
wrote for Curry Magazine.

Before coming to Bennett, Hayes 
served as dean of Institutional 
Effectiveness and projects at 
Southside Virginia Community 
College for over five years. During 
that time, she served as special 
assistant to the president under Dr. 
John J. Cavan, assisting him with 
special projects and representing 
the College at community meetings 
and events. She also led Southside 
Virginia Community College’s 
strategic planning, accreditation, 
research and reporting efforts. 
Throughout her work, Hayes has 
developed systems to collect, analyze 
and share data and information for the 
purposes of planning and decision-
making.

Hayes comes to Bennett College with 
experience managing large-scale 
projects, including leadership that 
helped Southside Virginia Community 
College successfully complete their 
SACSCOC Fifth Year Report in 2013 
and their Ten Year Reaffirmation 
Report in 2017. In addition, she 
served on the President’s Cabinet and 
was Chair of the College’s Diversity 
and Inclusion and Strategic Planning 
committees.

Hayes also coordinated Southside 

Virginia Community College’s 
Campus Within Walls, an associate 
degree program offered at Lunenburg 
Correctional Center in Victoria, 
Virginia. During this time, Hayes built 
strategic partnerships to find funding 
sources and increase the program’s 
visibility.

Hayes, who recently moved to 
Greensboro with her husband, Johan 
Madson, a faculty member at Noble 
Academy in Greensboro, said she’s 
very excited to join the staff at 
Bennett College.

“It is my honor to join the leadership 
of Bennett College,” Hayes said. 
“Bennett has such a rich history of 
higher education and social activism. 
It’s inspiring to join a college that 
promotes women’s leadership, civic 
engagement and public service. I hope 
my background in strategic planning, 
accreditation, research, management 
and relationship-development will be 
of service to Bennett.”

Dr. Anne C. Hayes



An educator who is known 
for being a champion of 
women’s rights and who has 

worked tirelessly with diverse groups 
for nearly two decades is the new 
Associate Vice President for Student 
Affairs at Bennett College.

Dr. Lorraine D. Acker, born in Port 
of Spain, Trinidad, and raised in 
Brooklyn, New York, assumed her 
post on February 5. She replaces 
Kimberly Drye, who held the position 
on an interim basis for nearly 18 
months and is the College’s Program 
Manager for Leadership Development 
Institute for Women.

“We are very fortunate to have Dr. 
Acker join the Leadership Team at 
Bennett College,” said President Dr. 
Phyllis Worthy Dawkins. “Dr. Acker 
comes to us with a strong background 
in women’s affairs, and I am certain 
she will put her expertise to good 
use as we continue trying to improve 
the quality of life for our students. I 
look forward to the innovation and 
opportunities she will bring to our 
Belles.”

Acker earned a Bachelor of Science 
in African and Afro-American 
Studies, and a Bachelor of Science 
in Political Science, both from State 
University of New York (SUNY) at 
Brockport in Brockport, New York. 
She obtained her Master of Science 
degree in College Student Personnel 
from Western Illinois University in 
Macomb, Illinois. She received her 
Doctorate of Education from Iowa 
State University in Ames, Iowa.

Acker comes to Bennett from 
Iowa State University, where she 
was director of the Margaret Sloss 
Women’s Center and provided 
administrative leadership, established 
strategic goals, interpreted policy, 

represented the interest of women 
on University committees and 
collaborated with internal and external 
partners to advocate for gender equity 
for all students while specifically 
focusing on representing the interests 
of female students.  While at Iowa 
State University, Acker also served as 
Assistant Dean of Student Life during 
the Fall 2013 Semester at Sea Voyage.

Prior to her appointment at Iowa State 
University, Acker spent six years 
as the assistant dean of students for 
Minority Student Support Services 
and Women’s Programs at UNC 
Charlotte. She is also a higher 
education consultant in the areas 
of program review and assessment, 
diversity, inclusion and gender equity.

Acker is actively involved in a 
variety of national organizations, 
including the College Student 
Educators International and the 
National Association for Student 
Personnel Administrators, for which 
she was recently elected as co-chair 
of the African-American Knowledge 
Community. In addition, she serves 
on the editorial board for the Journal 
Committed to Social change on Race 
and Ethnicity.

For the past 10 years, Acker’s 
research agenda has focused on 
the intersection of race, gender and 
relationship violence within higher 
education and black undergraduate 
women engagement in college, 
as well as the role of campus-
based women’s centers in black 
undergraduate women’s engagement. 
Her dissertation, titled “Faces in the 
Crowd: A narrative inquiry into the 
relationship violence experienced by 
four black college women,” addressed 
how black women have experienced 
relationship violence in college.

Acker, who loves reading and 
traveling and enjoys playing tennis, 
moved to Greensboro with her 
9-year-old son, Blake, and her mother, 
Delores Acker.

She said she’s happy to be part of the 
Bennett College Family.

“My academic and professional career 
has been dedicated to inspiring and 
mentoring women college students, 
so I feel extremely blessed to have the 
opportunity to lead the Division of 
Student Affairs at Bennett College,” 
Acker said. “In my new position, I get 
to focus my strengths and talents on 
developing the intellectual, spiritual 
and cultural growth of young women 
at Bennett.

“Because Bennett is known for its 
legacy, traditions and rich history 
of cultivating women leaders who 
are well-rounded global thinkers, 
that made my decision to join the 
family of Bennett Belles easy,” 
Acker continued. “I look forward 
to working with President Dawkins 
and the Bennett College Leadership 
Team to reimagine Bennett’s role in 
developing the next generation of 
women leaders.”

DR. LORRAINE D. ACKER IS BENNETT’S NEW ASSOCIATE VICE 
PRESIDENT FOR STUDENT AFFAIRS

Dr. Lorraine D. Acker
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A woman with more than 
15 years of experience 
in Financial Aid has 

been hired as the new Director of 
Financial Aid at Bennett College.

Pamala Douglas, who earned her 
MBA with a concentration in 
finance from Syracuse University 
in Syracuse, New York, and her 
Bachelor of Science in Accounting 
with a concentration in Economics 
from Greensboro College, comes to 
Bennett from North Carolina State 
University in Raleigh. 

At NCSU, Douglas served as 
Assistant Director of Financial Aid 
& Scholarships. In her role, she 
was responsible for awarding and 
disbursing aid to graduate students, 
along with residency requirements. 
Prior to working at N.C. State, 
Douglas was the Director of 
Financial Aid at Laurel University 
(now John Wesley College) in High 
Point. At Laurel University, she 
provided strategic oversight to the 

day-to-day operations of the Office 
of Financial Aid.

“We’re excited to have a veteran 
in Financial Aid join us at Bennett 
College,” said Gisele Abron, 
Associate Vice President for 
Enrollment Management/Registrar. 
“Today’s college students face 
many barriers to degree completion, 
and we know financial problems 
force many students to drop out or 
stop out. 

“We’re trying to ensure our 
students -- and their parents -- are 
informed of everything they need 
to know regarding financial aid, 
and I’m confident Mrs. Douglas 
will be an asset in that realm,” 
Abron continued. “Everyone in the 
Division looks forward to working 
with her as we continue to grow our 
enrollment at Bennett College.”

Douglas, who began her new post 
on February 19,  said she’s excited 
to join the Bennett Family.

“I’m grateful for the opportunity 
to work at Bennett College and to 
help ensure our students take full 
advantage of the available financial 
aid and scholarship dollars that are 
out there,” said Douglas, who’s 
from Greensboro. “I’m also grateful 
to President Dawkins for giving me 
this opportunity.”

BENNETT WELCOMES THE NEW DIRECTOR OF 
FINANCIAL AID 

Pamala Douglas

BENNETT
COLLEGE
IT TAKES A BELLE TO DO IT WELL



April Ryan, a White House 
correspondent who 
works for Urban Radio 

Networks and routinely challenges 
the administration in daily press 
briefings, is Bennett College’s 2018 
Commencement speaker, officials 
have announced.

Commencement will be held at 10 
a.m. on Saturday, May 5, 2018, 
on the Quadrangle on Bennett’s 
campus. 

Since the Clinton era, Ryan has 
been the only black female reporter 
covering urban issues from the 
White House. In her “Fabric of 

America” news blog, Ryan delivers 
her readership and listeners – 
millions of African Americans 
and nearly 300 radio affiliates 
– a “unique urban and minority 
perspective in news.”

Last year, Ryan was publicly 
disrespected by former White 
House Press Secretary Sean Spicer 
in a few press briefings. Likewise, 
she has had some dust-ups with 
current Press Secretary Sarah 
Huckabee Sanders. Nonetheless, 
Ryan has continued taking the 
high road while reporting the news 
accurately.

“We are honored to have a 
journalist of April Ryan’s 
professionalism and stature to 
serve as our 2018 Commencement 
speaker,” said Bennett College 
President Dr. Phyllis Worthy 
Dawkins. “Ms. Ryan has covered 
the White House for many 
years and also serves as a CNN 
political analyst. She is highly 
knowledgeable and a proud HBCU 
graduate. I am certain she will 
impart some sage advice to our 
students, and I look forward to 
hearing her speech.”

A graduate of Morgan State 
University, Ryan has been featured 
in Vogue, Cosmopolitan and Elle 
magazines, The New York Times, 
The Washington Post and other 
publications. Last year, Ryan was 
named the National Association of 

Black Journalists (NABJ) Journalist 
of the Year. She was also named 
a Terker Fellow with the George 
Washington University School of 
Media & Public Affairs in 2017.

Ryan has served on the board 
of the prestigious White House 
Correspondents Association, 
becoming one of only three African 
Americans in the Association’s 100-
year history to do so.  She is also an 
esteemed member of the National 
Press Club. 

A Baltimore native, Ryan gives 
back to the community by serving 
as a mentor to aspiring journalists 
and assisting with developing “up 
and coming” broadcasters. She 
considers her life’s greatest work 
raising her two daughters, Ryan and 
Grace.

In addition to being a journalist, 
Ryan is an accomplished author. 
Her award-winning book, “The 
Presidency in Black and White,” 
and her latest book, “At Mama’s 
Knee: Mothers and Race in Black 
and White,” were published in 
2016. In “At Mama’s Knee,” Ryan 
examines race relations through 
the lessons and wisdom that 
mothers have given their children. 
A paperback version of “The 
Presidency in Black and White,” 
with updates about President 
Donald J. Trump, is a Washington 
Post bestseller. 

WHITE HOUSE CORRESPONDENT APRIL RYAN IS 
BENNETT COLLEGE’S 2018 COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER

April Ryan (photo credit: Glenwood 
Jackson)

OS O S



A robust crowd, including 
representatives from a U.S. 
Congressman’s office, attended the 

unveiling of Bennett College’s new, state-
of-the-art TV and photography studio on 
January 9.

Housed inside the Julianne Malveaux 
Journalism Building at the corner of 
Washington and Bennett streets, the 
new studio will enable Bennett College 
students to be on the cutting edge of media 
production. Journalism and Media Studies is 
one of the top five majors at Bennett College, 
and Bennett’s JMS students are known for 
producing top-quality work.

Keonte Coleman, interim dean of 
Professional Studies and an assistant 
professor of Journalism and Media Studies, 
could hardly contain his excitement as he 
asked attendees to crowd into the nearly 500 
square feet studio before turning on the lights 
to reveal an anchor desk with a 50-inch 4K 
monitor, a 70-inch 4K monitor, a flexible set 
with interchangeable panels, a light panel 
through which different color lighting can be 
displayed, a green screen, white and black 
backdrops for photography and cushioned 
chairs for interviews.

The studio was the brainchild of Coleman, 
who says Bennett Belles deserve to work 
in a professional studio that rivals studios 
on college campuses across the country. 
Coleman has taught at Bennett for seven 
years and is a former news producer at WXII 
in Winston-Salem, an NBC affiliate.

“What we have in this space is very 

BENNETT COLLEGE UNVEILS NEW JOURNALISM AND 
MEDIA STUDIES STUDIO

flexible,” Coleman said while addressing the 
crowd during the unveiling. “That was the 
mandate we gave the companies we worked 
with. We have a mobile set with walls that pull 
apart. None of this is attached to the structure. 
We also have a monitor on wheels…”

Coleman emphasized that while the studio was 
created with Journalism and Media Studies 
students in mind, the entire Bennett campus 
will have access to it and will benefit from it.

Coleman worked closely with Tamara Jeffries, 
interim chair of the Journalism and Media 
Studies Department and an associate JMS 
professor, and Tom Lipscomb, an assistant 
professor of Journalism and Media Studies, 
to bring the studio to fruition. Jeffries, an 
award-winning journalist, served as executive 
editor of Essence magazine from 2000 to 
2004. Last April, an article Jeffries wrote after 
interviewing TV icon and billionaire Oprah 
Winfrey was the cover story for Essence.

“The reaction from the students was 
priceless,” Jeffries said after the studio 
unveiling. “They’re already planning photo 
shoots and talking about the shows they’re 
going to produce. I’m excited for them. 
They’ve been doing great work using virtual 
sets and recording on their smart phones. Now 
they can take their work to the next level.”

Lipscomb, owner of Tom Lipscomb 
Productions, works with Bennett’s Journalism 
and Media studies students to produce a 
popular segment called The Weekly Ring, 
which catches viewers up on pertinent news 
about Bennett College students, staff, faculty 
and events. For the past two years, he’s taken 

JMS students to the annual convention of the 
National Association of Black Journalists.

“The studio is going to make a big difference 
in how our students learn and in what they 
produce,” Lipscomb said. “This studio 
represents a great day for Bennett College.”

Bennett JMS student Ebony Duell, a 
sophomore from Raleigh, said she was 
overwhelmed by the studio unveiling turnout. 
The Department was especially pleased to 
have Julie Scott Emmons and Olga Perkins 
in attendance. Emmons and Perkins are 
the district director and constituent liaison, 
respectively, for U.S. Representative Mark 
Walker (R-N.C.)

“I think the studio is great, and I’m excited 
because I’ll be able to work in it for another 
two and a half years before I graduate,” said 
Duell. “I’d like to applaud Mr. Coleman, Ms. 
Jeffries and Mr. Lipscomb because they really 
put a lot of thought into the studio and they 
really look out for us students.”

Nancy Martins, a sophomore biology major 
who’s minoring in Journalism and Media 
Studies, echoed Duell’s sentiments and 
added that she’s glad students from other 
disciplines, including social work, biology and 
psychology, attended the unveiling. Martins, 
also from Raleigh, said she hopes to attend 
medical school and become a pediatrician and 
ultimately join a show like “The Doctors.” The 
new studio will help her accomplish that goal, 
she said.

Bennett College President Dr. Phyllis Worthy 
Dawkins greeted attendees at the unveiling 
and discussed the College’s talented JMS 
students. After the unveiling, she said she 
looks forward to the good work Bennett Belles 
will produce as a result of the new studio, 
which was paid for with funds from a SAFRA 
grant.

“Bennett has some very sharp Journalism 
and Media Studies students, and I’m sure the 
new studio, coupled with instruction from 
Mr. Coleman, Ms. Jeffries and Mr. Lipscomb, 
will only increase the quality of work they 
produce,” Dawkins said. “I’m confident 
our Belles who are majoring in Journalism 
and Media Studies, as well as other Bennett 
College students, will take advantage of the 
new studio.”

L. to R. Keonte Coleman, Tom Lipscomb and Tamara Jeffries
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Dr. Ajanta Roy, Chairwoman of 
the Department of Mathematics 
and Computer Science and an 

Assistant Professor of Math, has won a 
Center for Undergraduate Research in 
Mathematics, or CURM, Mini-Grant 
for the 2018-2019 academic year. 
The CURM Mini-Grant represents a 
collaboration between Bennett and UNC 
Greensboro.

In the award letter sent to Roy, officials 
said, “We are impressed with your 
accomplishments and your goals with 
regards to undergraduate research, 
and we are excited about having you 
participate in our CURM program.”

The CURM Mini-Grant will provide the 
following:
• A $5,000 faculty stipend for Roy
• A $3,000 stipend per student (four) 

to be used as described in Roy’s 
application

• Access to up to $250 for supplies for 
Roy’s research group

• Access to up to $850 in travel funds 
for Roy to attend the three-day 
Faculty Summer Workshop in Salt 
Lake City, Utah, the week of June 5

• Access to up to $200 per student to 
help defray costs of traveling to the 
Joint Math Meeting in Baltimore, 
Maryland, January 16-19, 2019, 
where they will present their research 
findings

Roy will be joined at the Faculty Summer 
Workshop by Dr. Igor Erovenko, an 
associate professor of mathematics and 
statistics at UNCG. This collaboration 
enables talented Bennett College students 
to participate in undergraduate research 
and will foster closer ties between the 
two institutions. 

The workshop’s purpose is to discuss 
logistics of the program, to present 
ideas about effectively working with 
undergraduate research groups and to 
provide resources to help undergraduates 
prepare for graduate school. During the 
workshop, there will be some social 
activities and, if time permits, a hike and/
or visit to nearby sites.

“CURM Mini-Grant will not only 

provide funding for Bennett College 
students, but it will also significantly 
contribute to the overall environment at 
Bennett,” Roy said. “I believe that every 
Bennett student should have an opportunity 
to work on research projects, so my 
primary role with the CURM Mini-Grant 
will be to provide opportunities for our 
students to do research and to infuse the 
culture of undergraduate research in the 
Math/Computer Science Department at 
Bennett College.”

Bennett College Provost Dr. Dorothy C. 
Browne said she is proud of Roy and is 
excited over the impact the grant will have 
on the College.

“I’m elated about Dr. Roy’s selection for 
the CURM grant,” Browne said. “Her 
research not only enhances her reputation 
as a teacher and a scholar, but it also 
contributes to Bennett’s goals of increasing 
retention and persistence. Literature shows 
that undergraduate students who participate 
in research with faculty remain in college, 
persist to graduation, are more likely to 
gain employment after graduation and 
are more likely to obtain acceptance into 
graduate school.”

According to CURM’s website, the 
organization was founded in 2007 by 
Dr. Michael Dorff at Brigham Young 
University and has had “tremendous 
success in promoting academic year 
undergraduate research in the mathematical 
sciences.”

Since its inception, the website says, 
CURM has provided financial support 
to 392 undergraduate students, of whom 
50% were female, 29% were minorities, 
4% had disabilities and 27% were first-
generation college students. Those 392 
students were mentored by 110 professors 
– of whom 49% were female and 20% 
were minorities – from more than 84 
colleges and universities nationwide. 
Of those participating institutions, 21% 
were Hispanic Serving Institutions 
or Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities.  

Last year, Occidental College in Los 
Angeles received a $1.38-million grant 
from the National Science Foundation 

to stimulate undergraduate research in 
mathematics and statistics on campuses 
nationwide. Occidental College Computer 
Science Professor Dr. Kathryn Leonard 
will manage the funds, previously managed 
by Brigham Young University.

“Ajanta had a really interesting project 
about how … protective measures affect 
infectious disease spread,” Leonard said. 
“She has a very clear plan for keeping 
her students on track, and that’s why she 
received the grant.”

Roy said the research project Bennett 
will offer to students is formally titled 
“vaccination games.” A very important 
aspect of the project, Roy said, is that 
it will provide training and credentials 
for Bennett Belles to be competitive in 
their future research and graduate school 
applications.

“Research in math is just an incredibly 
transformative experience for students, 
especially those who might not feel like 
math is really for them, because it gives a 
lot of personal empowerment,” Leonard of 
Occidental College said. “Ajanta’s project 
connects to the real world and makes 
math seem alive to students who might be 
thinking of it as being really abstract and 
disconnected from reality.”

BENNETT COLLEGE PROFESSOR DR. AJANTA ROY 
RECEIVES PRESTIGIOUS GRANT

Dr. Ajanta Roy
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Bennett College’s Office of Admissions invites you to

Open House

Saturday, March 17, 2018
9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Global Learning Center

Discover how Bennett College can empower you to become the woman you are 
destined to become.

Interact with faculty, staff, and students. Our professional staff will provide an overview of 
the admissions process, academic programs, how to pay for college and so much more!

If you have any questions, please contact the Office of Admissions at 
admissions@bennett.edu or 336-370-8624.

Click here to RSVP!

900 E. Washington Street
Greensboro, NC 27401



Bennett College is pleased to 
announce it has been awarded 
a 2017 Walmart Foundation 

mini grant of $20,000. The grant is 
administered through UNCF’s Institute 
for Capacity Building (ICB), and 
Bennett is among 12 grant recipients 
this year to receive funds to assist with 
reaccreditation efforts.

Of the 12 institutions, Bennett College 
is among six selected by UNCF to use 
its $20,000 grant toward preparation 
for its reaffirmation of accreditation, a 
customary, ten-year process required by 
the Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools Commission on Colleges 
(SACSCOC), the  regional accrediting 
body that governs Bennett College. The 
remaining six selected institutions will 
use a $10,000 grant for their five-year 
interim readiness reviews. The mini 
grants will provide technical assistance 
from content-area experts, which will 
better prepare Bennett to document 
its success in educating students to 
maintain full accreditation upon review 
completion.

“I would like to thank the Walmart 
Foundation for consistently supporting 
UNCF and its member institutions, 
including Bennett College,” said 
President Dr. Phyllis Worthy Dawkins. 
“Offering this critical, capacity-building 
grant will further strengthen Bennett 
College, help to preserve her historic 
legacy and will ultimately benefit the 
deserving students we serve.”

Bennett administrators have been 
working diligently to increase 
fundraising and enrollment. Last fall, 
the Institution experienced a 38% 
increase in new-student enrollment, a 
22% housing occupancy increase and 
an overall enrollment increase of 2%. 
Fundraising was up 10% during the 
fiscal year that ended June 30, 2017, 
attributable in large part to Bennett’s 

alumnae, which consistently rank in 
the Top Three in HBCU alumni giving. 
The numbers of students applying to 
and being accepted at Bennett is also up 
significantly.

“We are making great improvements at 
Bennett College, where approximately 
7,000 women have received their 
undergraduate degrees,” Dawkins said. 
“Bennett Belles have gone on to make 
their mark throughout the nation and 
the world in many areas of expertise, 
and we are grateful for this grant that 
will allow us to continue educating 
young women for generations to 
come.”

Over the last decade, the Walmart 
Foundation has granted more than $4 
million to UNCF, which includes the 
recent announcement of $500,000 
to support UNCF’s ICB, a network-
wide initiative that helps strengthen 
member Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities (HBCUs). Through 
the Walmart Foundation’s support of 
ICB, funds and technical assistance can 
help institutions with their accreditation 
reaffirmation.

“Once again, the Walmart Foundation 
has made a significant investment in 

UNCF’s HBCUs, which in turn results 
in an investment in America’s future 
workforce and economic development,” 
said Dr. Michael L. Lomax, UNCF 
president and CEO. “Through the 
continued investment in UNCF’s 
Institute for Capacity Building, 
which supports our member HBCUs, 
including Bennett College, Walmart is 
ensuring that our institutions are given 
the proper tools to function, to train 
and equip faculty and staff, and to best 
serve students who will become leaders 
of tomorrow.”

As a result of targeted implementation 
activities, anticipated outcomes 
include improved fiscal operations 
and processes, improved staff 
competencies and capacities, timely 
report submissions and full compliance 
with the accrediting body – all of which 
help to ensure that institutions provide 
a quality education and have sufficient 
facilities, faculty, staff and other 
resources to accomplish their missions. 
Since the beginning of the Walmart 
Foundation’s support of ICB, the 
entire network of UNCF’s 37-member 
institutions has received grants to assist 
in various areas of the accreditation 
process.

BENNETT COLLEGE RECEIVES $20,000 WALMART GRANT 
TO HELP WITH REACCREDITATION EFFORTS
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BELLES IN MOTION
JANIYAH SHELTON HOSTS HER OWN ART SHOW 

IN DOWNTOWN GREENSBORO

Janiyah Shelton ‘18 proudly poses in front of one of her photographs

Prior to coming to Bennett College, 
Janiyah Shelton listed having an art 
show before she graduated as one of 

her goals.

Well, the sophomore Journalism and Media 
Studies major can check that off her list.

Shelton had an art show March 13 at 
Greensboro Project Space, where 20 
of her photos depicting mental illness 
among college students were displayed. 
Greensboro Project Space was created 
by the School of Art at UNC Greensboro 
and is their off-campus, contemporary art 
center. 

“Janiyah was part of another show we did 
with Bennett College photo students in 
the fall,” said Greensboro Project Space 
Director Adam Carlin. “She approached 
me afterward and said she was really 
interested in having a solo exhibit. She 
had some really good ideas, and she took 
time to develop the project. She thought 
of different iterations of it and what that 
would look like together with what the 
audience experience would be. She even 
had something for people to read.

“What I liked about it a lot was her 
exhibition contained a lot of people and 
was about the people and their stories,” 
Carlin continued. “A lot of times when 
artists have exhibits it’s just about 

the work, but her exhibit contained 
the community and that’s just a really 
powerful thing that artists can do and that’s 
what she did.”

Shelton became interested in photography 
in high school and started her own business 
as a junior. “I wanted to do something in 
the art field since I played instruments 
from middle to high school,” she said. “I 
was really exploring what I wanted to do 
as a career, something that I would have a 
passion for forever.”

Shelton is grateful to Bennett faculty, staff 
and students who attended her opening 
or who have supported her, particularly 
Bennett sisters Dasja Sanford, Gloria 
Horton and Alexus Warren. 

She’s also appreciative of her visual 
director, Braxton Langston-Chapman, her 
parents, Jermail and Brandi Shelton, her 
grandmother, Cynthia Woodley, her Aunt, 
Shafon Scott, and her Godmother, Althea 
Thompson, for their support. 

She credits Keonte Coleman, interim dean 
of professional studies, Tamara Jeffries, 
interim JMS Department Chair, and Tom 
Lipscomb, an assistant JMS professor, 
with believing in her. Likewise, she said 
they are great professors with whom JMS 
students can go to “for anything.”
Shelton is from Stone Mountain, Georgia, 

and learned about Bennett from a family 
friend who’s a graduate of the Institution. 
She said she fell in love with Bennett after 
a visit to Greensboro.

“Bennett has definitely met my 
expectations,” Shelton said. “I’ve made 
bonds with some Bennett women that I 
know I’ll keep in contact with for life, and 
I love my professors and my major.”

It appears Shelton’s professors are just as 
impressed with her as she is with them.

“Janiyah Shelton’s photography exhibit 
showcased her extraordinary work ethic,” 
Lipscomb said. “She spent many nights 
working in the studio executing her 
plan, and many more hours poring over 
hundreds of photos to make her vision a 
reality. In the exhibit, she also created a 
community of young people who could 
bond over shared experiences and talents. 
I can’t wait to see what she will take on 
next.”

Shelton’s post-graduation plans are to 
become a freelance photojournalist or to 
work for a major magazine or news station, 
which will allow her to travel the world 
taking photographs. 

Chances are she’ll one day be able to 
check that off her list, too.

Attendees at Shelton’s art show
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EVENTS GALLERY

PRE-ALUMNAE COUNCIL ATTENDS UNCF CONFERENCE

HONORS CONVOCATION CEREMONY & RECEPTION

SPRING 2018 CONVOCATUM EST



Imagine a college that will

That’s Bennett College

Challenge you intellectually
Prepare you for the diverse world of work in the 21st century

Transform your perspective to a global and humanitarian world view
Stretch you beyond the academic boxes of prescribed classes and required lectures

Contact us today to schedule your campus tour and get an application from admissions.

www.bennett.edu     #BennettBuilds     admiss@bennett.edu



BENNETT COLLEGE
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OFFICE OF INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT

Dr. Phyllis Worthy Dawkins, President

Evelyn P. Leathers, Associate Vice President for Institutional Advancement

Laurie D. Willis, Chief Communications and Marketing Offi cer

Shaakira M. Jones, Social Media and Online Giving Specialist

Aziz Peregrino-Brimah, Webmaster

CONNECT WITH US!CONNECT WITH US!CONNECT WITH US!

@BennettCollege

FOLLOW DR. DAWKINS ON TWITTER!
@BennettPrez_PWD

To make a contribution, please go to grow.bennett.edu


