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Greetings, Bennett College Faculty, Staff, Students, Parents, Alumnae and Friends!  
And welcome to members of the Bennett College Class of 2022!  I hope you enjoy 
reading this edition of The Bennett Voice, which features profiles on student leaders 
and some insight into what a few of our faculty members did during the summer.  
There’s also a nice profile on two budding journalists, freshwomen who recently 
broadcast a football game with Journalism and Media Studies Assistant Professor Tom 
Lipscomb.  I am confident you will enjoy this edition! 

Because Aug. 20 is the first day of classes at Bennett, I would be remiss if I didn’t 
speak directly to students in this address.  Young ladies, I hope each of you had an 
enjoyable summer and you’re excited about getting the 2018-2019 academic year off 
to a great start!  Please begin by getting a good night’s sleep on Sunday. 

New students, you’ve chosen an excellent institution at which to spend the next four 
years. Bennett College has outstanding faculty members who will teach you what 
you need to know inside and outside the classroom for success.  Likewise, we have 
energetic, hardworking staff who will guide and assist you along your journey. Please 
take advantage of the faculty’s expertise and ask staff for help when you need it. 

Returning students, we’re glad you are continuing your education at Bennett, and we 
trust you’ll help your new Bennett sisters get acclimated to our beautiful campus and 
to Bennett traditions.  

As president, I can say, unequivocally, that Bennett has some of the finest, brightest 
and most dedicated students in the country.  My hope is that you’ll take full advantage 
of everything Bennett has to offer – from academic and social clubs to the opportunity 
to travel abroad.  Please do your part by arriving on time for class every day, paying 
attention in class and spending some time nightly studying or researching and writing 
your papers.  If you invest the proper amount of time in studying and working on your 
papers and projects, your grades should positively reflect your efforts. 

Belles, let’s work together to make 2018-2019 a year for the record books! 

Moreover, please enjoy 
reading this edition of The 
Bennett Voice! 

 

Phyllis Worthy Dawkins, 
Ph.D.
President

Dr. Dawkins with a few student leaders during Welcome 
Week for the Class of 2022

Bennett Voice photos taken by 
Shaakira Jones and Aishia Lassiter



Welcome to a new year, and a new Bennett in terms of an exciting class of 
Freshwomen and the dynamic growth indicated by your increased numbers 
and great academic records!

 
The Bennett to which Belles have been devoted for nearly a century is 
alive and well too, as you can see from Andrena Coleman’s historical 
exhibition in the Wilbur Steele Art Gallery and from traditions that you 
have experienced during Orientation week, including today’s Casual White 
Breakfast.

 
You’ll enjoy a Bennett which many have worked hard, and given much, to 
ensure a good experience for you.  It’s our job in Institutional Advancement 

to strengthen and preserve Bennett College for future generations.  We do this 
by bringing in financial donations from alumnae, parents, friends and others 

in the community and nationwide who believe in the importance of a single gender college for women of color.  
(As you know, Bennett is the only such college in the country outside of Spelman in Atlanta, and Greensboro has a 
special warmth, safety and friendliness you’ll enjoy.)
 
I’ve been honored to serve as Acting Vice President for Institutional Advancement for the last five months, an 
important time in which the College’s finances have strengthened.  

MESSAGE FROM THE ACTING VICE PRESIDENT FOR 
INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT

Blacher talks with a 2018 graduate about her art pieces at the 
Senior Art Gallery Exhibit

Mason Blacher,  Acting Vice President for 
Institutional Advancement
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Blacher speaking at the 2018 Alumnae Weekend’s All 
Bennett Luncehon

Blacher discusses giving options with an alumna during the 2018 
Alumnae Weekend’s Donor Breakfast

Blacher ooses with Cyera Bonner ’18
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DR. SANTIBA CAMPBELL HAS A BUSY, PRODUCTIVE SUMMER

Dr. Dorothy C. Browne and Dr. Santiba Campbell participate in the Center for Health Equity Research Institute (CHER) at the University of 
Southern California

CHER Institute at California 
State University Long Beach
From June 4-9, Bennett College 
Assistant Professor of Psychology Dr. 
Santiba Campbell attended the Center 
for Health Equity Research Institute 
(CHER) at California State University 
Long Beach. 

As part of a group of faculty with high 
potential, Campbell was selected to 
conduct community-based, social and 
health behavior research to enhance 
health equity among racial and ethnic 
minority populations. Each participant 
was paired with a faculty mentor 
who worked with two individuals. 
Dr. Richard Bluthental from the 
University of Southern California 
served as Campbell’s faculty mentor, 
and Dr. Erlanger A. Turner from the 
University of Houston-Downtown was 
her partnered mentee. 

Bennett College Provost/Vice 
President for Academic Affairs Dr. 
Dorothy C. Browne also participated 
as a faculty mentor and led a session 
titled Engaging Ethnic, Sexual 
and Gender Minorities in Health 
Disparities Research. 

NEH Fellowship at Yale 
University
Campbell was awarded a fellowship 
through the National Endowment of 

the Humanities to attend a summer 
seminar titled, The Bhagavad Gita: 
Ancient Poem, Modern Readers at 
Yale University July 9-27. 

During the three-week fellowship, 
participants engaged in intensive study 
of seminal work through literature and 
art, including the studying of Sanskrit, 
with tours of various museums on 
Yale’s campus and in New York.

American Psychological 
Association Division 45 Research 
Conference in Austin, Texas
July 19-21, Campbell attended the 
American Psychological Association 
Division 45 Research Conference, 

the Society for the Psychological 
Study of Culture, Ethnicity and Race, 
which was held at the University of 
Texas Austin. At the Conference, 
Campbell presented a paper with Dr. 
Adrienne Carter-Sowell of Texas 
A&M University, which is currently 
under review for the Group Processes 
and Intergroup Relations journal. 
The presentation was titled Defining 
Academic Success and Identifying 
Student Satisfaction from Minority/
Majority Viewpoints. 

Faculty Development Funds covered 
Campbell’s travel to Austin.

Dr. Santiba Campbell and other participants at the NEH seminar titled The Bhagavad Gita 
Ancient Poem, Modern Readers
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JMS PROFESSOR TAMARA JEFFRIES ATTENDS RESEARCH 
INSTITUTE, WOMEN’S LEADERSHIP RESIDENCY IN NEW YORK

Tamara Jeffries at the Mind and Life Institute Summer Research Institute with Dr. Nilanjana 
Dasgupta, Professor of Psychology at University of Massachusetts-Amherst, and Dr. 
Kamilah Majied, Associate Professor of Social Work at Howard University

Tamara Jeffries attended the 
Mind & Life Institute’s 
Summer Research Institute 

in Garrison, New York, in June. The 
mission of the M&L Institute is to 
“integrate science with contemplative 
practice and wisdom traditions,” 
according to its website. The summer 
institute is a gathering of scholars 
from across the U.S., Europe, Asia 
and South America who are experts 
in psychology, neuroscience, social 
science, philosophy, communications, 
religious studies and other disciplines.

This year’s theme was “Engaging 
Cultural Difference and Human 
Diversity,” and scholars presented 
research on subjects including 
“Communication between Cultures,” 
“Mindfulness as a Multicultural 
Experience,” “Social Cognition and 
Dehumanization,” “Contemplative 
Neuroscience” and others. The 
scholarly presentations were 
intentionally interspersed with 
required periods of contemplative 
practice (yoga, qigong, meditation).

During the Institute, Jeffries shared 
information about the yoga and 
mindfulness programs on Bennett’s 

campus, discussed the impact of these 
practices on the College’s unique 
student community and exchanged 
ideas about Bennett research on the 
topic.

Later in June, Jeffries participated in 
Juno Women’s Leadership Residency, 
a program of the Omega Women’s 

Leadership Center in Rhinebeck, 
New York. The OWLC, dedicated 
to nurturing women’s leadership 
and action, offers women leaders 
the opportunity to spend a week at 
the Omega Institute giving focused 
attention to study, research and 
writing.  

Also during the summer, Jeffries took 
(and passed!) a Human Anatomy 
class under the excellent instruction 
of Dr. Michael Cotton. After course 
completion, Jeffries immediately used 
her enhanced knowledge of body 
systems to inform her teaching in the 
summer session of yoga, welcoming 
16 enthusiastic new Belles to the 
benefits of yoga to balance their new 
academic life.  

The cost of the Summer Research 
Institute was supported by a 
scholarship from the Mind & Life 
Institute’s outreach office.  The Juno 
Residency was supported by the 
OWLC.

Tamara Jeffries at the Mind and Life Institute Summer Research Institute with 
Dr. Laurie Nsiah-Jefferson, Associate Research Professor at UNC-Charlotte and 
Senior Scientist at Brandeis University;  Stephanie Briggs, Assistant Professor 
of English at Community College of Baltimore County; and Dr. Kamilah Majied, 
Associate Professor of Social Work at Howard University
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Dr. Valerie A. Johnson, Mott 
Distinguished Professor of 
Women’s Studies, Director, 

Africana Women’s Studies and the 
Honors Program, served as co-
director of a UNCF/Mellon Teaching 
and Learning Institute at Hampton 
University in Hampton, Virginia, 
June 27-29.

Johnson’s counterpart was Dr. 
Karima Jeffrey, Associate Professor 
of English at Hampton University. 
The Institute’s theme was “Black 
Girls Write/Right the Future – A 
Conversation about the Contributions 
and Legacies of Speculative Fiction 
by and about Women/Girls of 
African-descent.” 

Scholars from the UNCF/Mellon 
family were invited to participate 
in the three-day Institute. Among 
those selected to attend were Bennett 
faculty members Dr. Latoya Brooks, 
an Assistant Professor of Social 
Work, and Dr. Willietta Gibson, an 
Associate Professor of Biology. 

Participants presented their ideas 
on speculative fiction written by 
and about black women and girls 
from their respective disciplines. At 
the end of the Institute, participants 
were invited to submit abstracts or 
completed articles for inclusion in a 
collection of essays that Johnson and 
Jeffrey are co-editing and that bear 
the same title as the Institute’s theme. 

Johnson participated in other 
professional development throughout 
the summer, including a two-week 
curriculum development seminar 
at St. John’s College, Oxford 
University, United Kingdom.  

Scholars for the prestigious two-
week seminar were selected from a 

competitive pool of applicants from 
all over the globe. Participants spent 
their time at Oxford developing 
curricula in the emerging field of 
antisemitism studies, at the Institute 
sponsored by Institute for the Study 
of Global Antisemitism and Policy, or 
ISGAP.

Conveners for the Institute, which 
ran from July 29-Aug. 11, were Dr. 
Charles A. Small and Dr. Carlton 

Long. 

“One outcome of my participation 
will be to teach the course I 
developed at Oxford University, 
“Introduction to Antisemitism 
Studies,” Johnson said. “To my 
knowledge, this will be the first time 
such a course has been taught at 
Bennett College.”

Johnson said the two-week Institute 
afforded “a great opportunity to 
engage in scholarship with colleagues 
from around the world, including 
South Africa, Israel, Egypt, Ukraine, 
Germany, India, Lithuania, Italy, 
Portugal, Turkey, the Netherlands, 
Canada and the United States.”

She said one of the highlights of 
the seminar was the opportunity to 
hear from Dr. Avraham Neguise, 
a member of the Ethiopian Jewish 
community who immigrated to Israel 
in 1985. Neguise serves as member 
of the Knesset (legislative branch 
of the Israeli government), chairing 
the Committee for Immigration, 
Absorption and Diaspora Affairs.  

DR. VALERIE A. JOHNSON CO-DIRECTS A UNCF SUMMER 
INSTITUTE, ALSO STUDIES AT OXFORD UNIVERSITY

Dr. Valerie Ann Johnson with ISGAP 
Participants in the courtyard at St. John’s 
College Oxford University, UK

UNCF/Mellon Teaching and Learning Institute participants at Hampton University  
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Bennett College freshwomen 
Journalism and Media Studies 
majors Tamajia Williams of 

Anderson, South Carolina, and Jaisha 
Smalls of Atlanta got a head start on 
their media careers on Aug. 14 at the 
Greensboro Coliseum.  

The Bennett Belles assisted with the 
broadcast of a National Arena League 
(NAL) semi-final playoff match 
between the Carolina Cobras and 
the Jacksonville Sharks – reigning 
champions. The Cobras defeated the 
Sharks 73-48, earning a spot in the 
National Arena League Championship 
Game in just their first season in the 
league. 

Williams and Smalls announced the 
halftime scrimmage of area youth 
football teams along with color 
commentator James Brown, former 
football player and coach from 
Greensboro. They also interviewed 
Cobra players and coaches after the 
game.  

The JMS students joined Professor 
Tom Lipscomb, who does play-
by-play for Carolina Cobras home 

games, which are streamed to several 
thousand fans on YouTube Live and 
throughout the Coliseum during the 
event.  

Williams and Smalls hope to return to 
the Greensboro Coliseum on Monday, 
Aug. 27, when the Carolina Cobras 
host the Columbus Lions at 7 p.m. 
Tickets can be purchased through 
the Greensboro Coliseum box office, 
in case you’d like to come out and 
support Bennett’s newest budding 
journalists.

Both women said the experience was 
good and they look forward to doing 
it again.

“My experience at the NAL football 
game was amazing,” Williams said. “I 
enjoyed seeing football played inside 
a coliseum and got to learn some 
things I didn’t know. I also enjoyed 
getting to talk via livestream for 
YouTube during the contest. One of 
my favorite moments was getting to 
meet and interview some players and 
coaches.”

Added Smalls, “I haven’t even been 
on campus for a week yet and the 
opportunities are already ringing!”

Lipscomb said Williams and Smalls 
are proof that Bennett’s admissions 
recruiters have accepted some 
excellent members into the class of 
2022.

“Jaisha and Tamajia represent the 
enthusiasm and work ethic that I see 
in all of our new majors,” Lipscomb 
said. “I’m very impressed that they 
so quickly volunteered for extra work 
to start building their skills – even 
before the start of classes.”

BENNETT JMS FRESHWOMEN GET A TASTE OF WHAT 
IT’S LIKE TO BROADCAST A GAME

Tamajia Williams and Jaisha Smalls posing before broadcasting the NAL game

Tom Lipscomb broadcasting the NAL semi-final playoff match
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Alexis Nicole Branch 
is a graduating senior 
from Upper Marlboro, 

Maryland, who’s majoring in 
political science and minoring 
in global studies. During the fall 
semester of her junior year, she 
studied abroad in Jerusalem.

“It was definitely life changing,” 
Branch said of her experience 
in the Middle East. “It made me 
think about politics in the U.S. a 
bit differently, and made me think 
more about the foods I put in my 
body. It also made me cherish my 
family and my many blessings 
more and it made me have a better 
understanding of the sacrifice my 
Lord and savior Jesus Christ made 
for me.”

MEET YOUR 2018-2019 SGA PRESIDENT, 
MISS ALEXIS BRANCH

Branch said she decided to run 
for SGA President because she 
was tired of constantly asking for 
change but not being able to doing 
anything to enforce the change she 
wanted to see.

Not surprisingly, she ran on a 
platform of powerful change.

“I believe I won because people 
know how passionate I am about 
change, they know about my work 
ethic, my love for Bennett and the 
fight in me,” she said. “My top 
three priorities are strengthening 
Sisterhood, eradicating bullying 
on campus and fostering 
inclusiveness.”

Branch said she looks forward 
to working with Bennett College 

President Dr. Phyllis Worthy 
Dawkins, Lorraine Acker, Associate 
Vice President for Student Affairs, 
and other campus leaders, including 
her Executive Board. 

Branch applied for enrollment 
at Bennett after participating in 
Belle Beginners and enjoying the 
hospitality she received.

“Bennett has definitely met my 
expectations of receiving a private 
all women’s experience and 
education,” she said. “It has also 
met my expectations of Sisterhood 
in some ways. Every school has 
its flaws, but Bennett is always 
working to improve herself by 
listening to the student body. I love 
most that Bennett is all female, 
which makes me feel comfortable 
interacting with people and in 
the classroom. We are also able 
to focus on issues surrounding 
African-American women, and I 
love that.”

Branch, who was Freshwoman 
Class President in 2015-2016 and 
NAACP Vice President in 2016-
2017, said she considers the three 
most important characteristics of 
leadership listening, reliability 
and mental toughness. She said 
that while Bennett is a progressive 
institution, she loves its many 
traditions including The Casual 
White Breakfast, Convocatum EST 
and Senior Day.

After graduating from Bennett, 
Branch plans to attend graduate 
school and earn a master’s in public 
administration or join the Peace 
Corps and teach English.

Alexis Branch ’19
Alexis Branch ’19
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THE 2018-2019 SGA VICE PRESIDENT, 
MISS CONSTANCE STALEY

Constance B. Staley, a 
graduating senior, is a 
chemistry major with a 

double minor in math and biology. 
She is from Ramseur, N.C., and is a 
graduate of Eastern Randolph High 
School.

She ran for SGA Vice President 
because of her desire to assist the 
SGA President in her endeavors.

“As a Bennett student, I’ve been 
able to sit back and live the Bennett 
experience, and I’ve seen the good, 
the bad and the not-so-good,” 
Staley said. “I believe I can take 
what I’ve learned and experienced 
at Bennett and from my Bennett 
sisters to help make Bennett the 
amazing place I know in my heart it 
truly can be. I’m honored and truly 
humbled to have been appointed to 
the position.”

Staley’s top three priorities as SGA 
Vice President are supporting the 
SGA President’s administration, 
building new relationships between 
Bennett students, faculty and staff 
to make the campus more efficient 
and encouraging students to be 
‘Ideal Belles,’ women who are 
well-rounded, healthy, poised and 
prepared to take on the world upon 
graduation.

Staley is no stranger to campus 
leadership. During her junior year, 
she served as Treasurer of M.A.P.S., 
or the Minority Association of 
Pre-professional Students. She 
also served as President of the 
Chemistry Club, a position she still 
holds today. She is also President of 
the Zeta Xi Chapter of Alpha Kappa 

Alpha Sorority, Incorporated.®
 
Among Staley’s hobbies are 
reading, singing, playing the alto 
saxophone and attending First 
Pentecostal Church in Asheboro, 
where she’s been a member since 
birth and sings in the choir. 

“My parents are pastors of the 
church to which I belong, and 
their direction and guidance has 
helped to prepare me in terms of 
being comfortable around people 
from all walks of life,” Staley 
said. “Likewise, I know how to 
effectively communicate with 
others by actively listening to them 
and embracing them with love.”

Staley said she’s been afforded the 
opportunity to work with Bennett 
College President Dr. Phyllis 
Worthy Dawkins and other campus 
administrators during her time in 
Greensboro.

“President Dawkins and the 
members of her Leadership Team 
work tirelessly to ensure we, the 
student body, have everything that 
we need,” Staley said. “I’m all too 
excited about continuing to work 
with them because they have truly 
taught me a lot.”

When asked for the three most 
important things a student leader 
should do, Staley didn’t hesitate: 
Exude wisdom, be open and 
effectively communicate. “Clearly 
articulating your vision is extremely 
critical for good leadership. I 
strive to ensure that my vision 
is understood across the board 
and that good connections and 
relationships are built at Bennett.

Staley is an LSAMP Scholar and a 
GlaxoSmithKline Scholar. She also 
is a member of the Beta Kappa Chi 
National Scientific Honor Society 
and the Alpha Kappa Mu Honor 
Society at Bennett. After graduating 
next May, she plans to continue her 
education and ultimately hopes to 
become a cardiologist. 

She always encourages everyone to 
show love always, have faith, and 
remember that with God, nothing 
shall be impossible (Luke 1:37).

Constance Staley ’19

The Bennett Voice    11



INTRODUCING
Miss Bennett College

2018-2019

I am Brooke Ashley Kane, a senior, political science major from Upper Marlboro, MD. 
I serve as the newly elected Miss Bennett College for the academic year 2018-2019. 
I wanted to be Miss Bennett College because in the academic year 2015-2016, I was 
elected and served as Miss Freshwoman. Since that time, I have aspired to become Miss 
Bennett College, but I knew I had work to do! I ran for Miss Sophomore and lost. After 
the loss, I reenergized and decided to use my sophomore and junior years to become 
involved in other Bennett organizations including, the Student Union Activity Board 
(SUAB), Student Ambassadors, Divine Unity and the Pre-Alumnae Association. I also 
served on the Student Retention team, where my Bennett sisters and I worked together 
with the Vice President of Student Affairs to brainstorm ideas, programs and solutions 
to keep students here at Bennett, as well as ways to improve our Institution for future 
students.  I learned a lot about how Bennett College runs behind the scenes, and I had the 
privilege to provide input to our school leadership.  

Through these experiences, I developed a greater love for Bennett College. I believe that I 
will represent this great Historically Black College with purpose, honor and strength!

Your 2018-2019 Miss Bennett College,

Brooke Ashley Kane
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THE 2018-2019 BENNETT COLLEGE ROYAL COURT

Favenjewel Post is a senior psychology 
major, with a double minor in sociology 
and history, from Dallas. She graduated 
from  L.V. Berkner High School, was 
captain of the basketball team her senior 
year and played on the softball team.

“The thing I like most about Bennett is the 
fact that you have endless opportunities no 
matter your background,” said Post, who 
once lived in a homeless shelter with her 
mother Monique Spencer.

Post said she enjoys Bennett’s ACES 
program and “helping my sisters in their 
journey to professionalism.”

Post’s hobbies include painting, teaching 
Spanish to her niece Vin’Nessa and baking 
cakes, cookies and cupcakes when she has 
access to a kitchen.

“I have always had a spirit of helping 
others,” Post said. “By being Miss Royal 
Blue and White, I will get to continue 
serving. I’m excited about the 2018-2019 
academic year and the opportunity to work 
with Brooke and the other members of 
Bennett’s Royal Court.”

Despite her humble beginnings, Post has 
persevered and is excited about graduating 
from Bennett in May. A quote from A.P.J. 
Abdul Kalam at the end of her emails 
aptly summarizes her disposition, which 
matches her smile: “Never stop fighting 
until you arrive at your destined place – 
that is, the unique you. Have an aim in life, 
continuously acquire knowledge, work 
hard and have perseverance to realize the 
great life.”

Favenjewel Post
Miss Royal Blue and White

Waynisha Gaston has been involved in 
pageantry since her early teenage years. 
A Los Angeles native, she also enjoys 
assuming leadership roles.

Therefore, when the opportunity to run for 
Miss Senior arose, she jumped seized it.

“I wanted to be Miss Senior to better assist 
the class of 2019 and to help foster a sense 
of leadership and inclusion while getting 
my Bennett sisters to seriously think about 
life after Bennett,” Gaston said. 

A senior business administration major, 
Gaston is making the most of her time 
here. She served as Miss NAACP at 
Bennett and sat on the campus chapter’s 
executive board. She has also served as 
an orientation leader and president of the 
Student Christian Fellowship and is a 
member of the Social Work Club.

“I find Waynisha to be very serious about 
her studies and community outreach,” 
Bennett College President Dr. Phyllis 
Worthy Dawkins said. “I got to know 
Waynisha while we were in South Africa 
last year. She’s an asset to our student body 
and will perform well in her role as Miss 
Senior.”

Gaston is the daughter of Russell Robinson 
and Vida Jordan. She said she looks 
forward to working with Miss Bennett 
and the other members of the Royal Court 
during the 2018-2019 academic year.

Waynisha Gaston
Miss Senior
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Jamie Larae Rose is a social work major from 
Suitland, Maryland, who was born on June 
9, 1999, to Frances and Rodney Rose. Jamie 
graduated from Dr. Henry A. Wise Jr. High 
School in Upper Marlboro, Maryland, with a 
perfect 4.0 GPA.
 
In high school, Rose served as president 
of Student Ambassadors and the STEM 
Club. She also served as vice president 
of the National Honor Society and as the 
Beautification Committee leader.

Besides graduating with a perfect grade 
point average, Rose finished high school as 
a Certified Medical Administrative Assistant 
and received her white coat on May 8, 2017. 
She reached an all-time high for amassing 
614 community service hours for the school. 

Outside of school, Rose attended The 
Sanctuary at Kingdom Square, where she was 
the youth leader, mentor to all of the teenage 
girls and youth pastoral assistant. 

Rose’s slogan as Miss Sophomore is “Call 
Me B.A.C.K.,” an acronym for Being Active 
and Communicating Knowingly. During her 
reign as Miss Sophomore, Rose aspires to 
promote more off-campus community service 
activities.

“I enrolled at Bennett because I wanted a 
fresh start and really wanted to learn more 
about who I am,” Rose said. “I love being 
part of a school that helps you to challenge 
yourself while allowing you to grow with 
your sisters around you.”

She tries to live by 1 Corinthians 2:9, which 
says, “What no eye has seen, what no ear 
has heard, and what no human mind has 
conceived – the things God has prepared for 
those who love Him.” 

Jamie Rose
Miss Sophomore

Ebony Duell is a Journalism and Media 
Studies major from Raleigh, N.C., who 
was born on the 4th of July in 1998 to 
Willie Duell and Della Nicholson. She 
is a graduate of Southeast Raleigh High 
School.

Duell heard about Bennett from a 
hometown friend who was attending the 
Institution at the time. She said she chose 
to enroll at Bennett after attending a Fall 
Open House and finding the Belles to be 
“so welcoming” while giving off a sisterly 
vibe.

“I love the small Bennett community and 
how everyone knows each other and you 
can always find someone on campus to 
go to in a time of need – or someone you 
can just relate to,” Duell said. “I’m excited 
about serving as Miss Junior, being a 
part of The Royal Court and being one of 
Bennett College’s student leaders for the 
2018-2019 academic year.”

Duell may have waited until her junior 
year to become an official leader 
on Bennett’s campus, but she has 
demonstrated maturity beyond her years 
since arriving in Greensboro. 

During her freshwoman year, Duell spent 
nearly an hour interviewing President Dr. 
Phyllis Worthy Dawkins at the President’s 
House. Dawkins later remarked that she 
was impressed with Duell during the 
interview. During Duell’s sophomore year, 
she snagged a quick interview with civil 
right icon Reverend Jesse L. Jackson as 
he was leaving campus after serving as 
Bennett’s Baccalaureate speaker. 

Ebony Duell 
Miss Junior
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Bennett College junior Jayla 
Barnes, a special education 
major from Wilson, North 

Carolina, is the Eastern Regional 
Director for the National Pre-
Alumni Council. The Eastern 
region covers the Carolinas and 
Virginia.

In the spring of 2018, Barnes 
attended the Pre-Alumni Council 
meeting in Atlanta and had a great 
time networking and meeting 
students from other HBCU 
campuses. As part of her duties, she 
has to keep in contact with Pre-
Alumni officials at the HBCUs in 
her district. 

Barnes also aspires to host a 
regional conference at Bennett this 
fall.

She heard about Bennett’s size and 
sisterhood from a woman in her 
hometown, whose daughter was 
a Belle at the time, and decided 
to apply. So far, Bennett hasn’t 
disappointed her. 

“I love Bennett because it feels 
like home,” she said. “I love my 
professors. I love the sisterhood 
here. Everybody says that, but I 
really do love the sisterhood here. 
It feels like a safe haven for a lot of 
girls that have gone through a lot 
of stuff. I know a lot of girls have 
come here and been able to grow.”

Barnes also couldn’t say enough 
about Audrey Demps Franklin ’72, 
Executive Director of Alumnae 
Relations. Each year, Franklin 
and Yolande Johnson ’83, take the 

College’s Pre-Alumnae Council 
students to the annual Leadership 
Development Conference.  

“Mrs. Franklin really feels like a 
mother figure on campus, and she’s 
someone I consider a confidant,” 
Barnes said. “There are times when 
we’ve gone to Mrs. Franklins’ 
house and she cooks dinner for 
us. She makes me look forward to 
being an alum, and I can honestly 
say when I graduate and get 
established, I want to give back to 
my little sisters here the way she 
does.” 

Barnes is the daughter of Tasheika 
and Gregory Barnes, ministers at 
Deeper Life Church Ministries in 
Goldsboro. 

“My parents told me to lead by 
example,” Barnes said. “They 
told me sometimes it’s okay to go 
my own way, even if my view is 
unpopular. They told me to always 
do what’s right…”

Barnes said she decided to get into 
leadership, in part, because she 
was home schooled. Besides her 
Pre-Alumni Council duties, she’s 
serving as Vice President of Sisters 
in Service, a community service 
organization on campus. 

“When I got here to Bennett, I 
didn’t want to be just another 
student,” she said. “I feel like I 
should take advantage of everything 
I possibly can.”

JUNIOR BELLE APPOINTED AS EASTERN REGIONAL DIRECTOR 
FOR THE NATIONAL PRE-ALUMNI COUNCIL

Jayla Barnes, ’20
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BELLE DANIELLE FARMER OF GREENSBORO PROVES 
IT’S NEVER TOO LATE TO EARN A DEGREE 

In 1988 when she was a student 
at Marietta High School in 
Marietta, Georgia, Danielle 

Farmer had dreams of going to 
college after graduation. However, 
an unexpected pregnancy changed 
those plans.

“When I got pregnant, I deferred 
going to school because my job 
became being a parent, and I had 
to take care of my daughter,” she 
said. “I’d thought about becoming 
a doctor because I enjoy medicine 
and I’m fascinated with science.”

After having her daughter, Jahmani, 
Farmer worked as a daycare 
teacher. In 1992, she enlisted in 
the U.S. Army. While serving her 
country she received training as a 
medical lab specialist, which only 
intensified her desire to enter the 
medical field.

In 1994, Farmer had her second 
daughter, Keyona. “I got married 
and just kind of kept pushing my 
dream back. My youngest daughter, 
Denesia, was born in 1997.” 

To be certain, Farmer had a full life 
with a husband and three daughters. 
However, her desire to obtain 
a four-year degree never went 
away. Not even after she obtained 
a medical assistant degree from 
Brookstone College of Business in 
Greensboro in 2010.

Today Farmer, 48, no longer has to 
dream about earning a bachelor’s 
degree. She’s a member of the 
Bennett College Class of 2022.

“In 2012 I really started thinking 
that I needed to go to college,” she 
said. “It wasn’t about self-esteem. 
I knew a degree would better my 
chances, and I knew I had it in me. 
I think it was because of the girls. 
I would just always wait. I wanted 
to make sure they had what they 
needed. I wanted them to be self-
sufficient.”

Farmer applied to Bennett in 
2017 and got accepted; however, 
financial issues delayed her 
from enrolling at that time. Now 
that she’s gotten her finances 
straightened out, she’s ready to 
embark upon her dream. 

“I’m inspired by her,” Jahmani 
Lewis-Barton said of her mom. 
“Enrolling in college at her age 
shows she’s not only prepared to be 
disciplined but also that she’s ready 
to embark on her duties and her 
goals. She’s always wanted to help 
people, and now she’ll have the 

documentation to back up what she 
already knows how to do.”

Lewis-Barton almost got emotional 
while talking about her mother, 
who she said made many sacrifices 
over the years for she and her two 
younger sisters. Keyona, a 2016 
Bennett graduate, is a research 
technician at North Carolina 
A&T State University. She’s in 
the process of applying for post-
baccalaureate programs in public 
health. Denesia is a senior criminal 
justice major at A&T.

“I’m proud of all of them, and I’m 
especially proud of my mom,” 
Lewis-Barton said. “I’m proud 
of her for not listening to the 
naysayers.”

Shayla Wilson met Farmer a 
little over a year ago at Kingdom 
Covenant Church in Greensboro 
and they became fast friends.

In order of appearance (L-R) Art Instructor: Darlene J. McClinton, Senior Artists: Cyera 
Bonner, Jasmin Dixon-Lewis, Janessa Johnson, Shani McMichael, Jordan Bonnette and 
Angelina Bryant pose for group shot in gallery displaying their art
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“She’s one of those people, when 
you meet her you feel like you 
know her,” said Wilson, an artist, 
motivational speaker and mother 
who works in customer service. 
“My son goes to Children’s Church 
and she works with the children. 
She has an amazing energy.”

Now that Farmer is set to begin 
classes at Bennett on Monday, 
Wilson said she’s even more 
determined to obtain her own 
college degree.

“It’s inspiring to know she’s 
actually doing it in spite of the 
doubts and the fears and all of 

that,” Wilson said. “It’s amazing. 
It’s affecting me to put school in 
the forefront instead of pushing it 
to the back of my mind. It’s very 
inspiring that no matter what’s 
going on in your life, and no matter 
where you are in life, it can happen. 
I’m excited for her. I love her and 
I’m happy for her. She’ll be a great 
asset to Bennett.”

Farmer said she’s not nervous about 
finally starting college to obtain her 
bachelor’s degree – at least not yet.

“I’m really not nervous. I’m 
excited,” she said. “I think I may 
be nervous on the first day of 
classes, but right now I’m just very 
excited.”

Apparently, it was in the cards for Farmer to become a Belle  

Bennett welcomes Farmer and the rest of the Class of 2022
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Welcome Week 2018
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Thursday, August 30
Convocatum EST

September 24-30
Family and Friends Week

Sunday, September 30
Founder’s Day

October 8-9
Fall Break

Fall Events/ Important Dates

Bennett College’s Office of Admissions invites you to

Open House

Saturday, October 13, 2018
9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Student Union Foyer 

Discover how Bennett College can empower you to become the woman you are 
destined to become.

Interact with faculty, staff, and students. Our professional staff will provide an 
overview of the admissions process, academic programs, how to pay for college and so 

much more!

If you have any questions, please contact the Office of Admissions at 
admissions@bennett.edu or 336-370-8624.

900 E. Washington Street
Greensboro, NC 27401

Save the Date



To make a contribution, please go to grow.bennett.edu

BENNETT COLLEGE
900 E. WASHINGTON STREET

GREENSBORO, N.C. 27401
BENNETT.EDU


